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A 8 we are - aſſembled eb r in the preſence. ** 
God, to ordain à biſhop or overſeer in this 


- chriſtian church, and to be witneſſes of that ſolemnity ; ; 
methinks there are various refle&ions which may natu- 


rally occur to our minds . ſo ſerious and i * 
an occaſion. 3 


* 


WLs we are * to acknowledge the ſovereign grace 
of Gov, manifeſted in raiſing to himſelf a people out of 
the ruins of the fall; we have alſo the higheſt occaſion 
to adore the wiſdom and goodneſs of the great head c 
the church, in forming thoſe, whom he has thus made 
the happy ſubjects of his grace, into particular ſocie · 
ties, whereby they become ſubſervient to each others 


welfare, and are inſtrumental in R the YOON - 
cauſe of the dear Redcemer. | 


: 


1. 4 U 


Tur church of ur is fitly met by he 


— — r —— — a os ee — 


_— 3 ab 


members, — each member hath 24 the ſame office; Yi 0 


the church of CHRIS conſiſts of a number of perſons, 
who are deſigned to anſwer various purpoſes, each of 
_ which is comeRed with RESP 2 1 * 


Ws are laid therefore under additional obligations to 
acknowledge the wiſdom and g grace which the bleſſed Gop 
has expreſſed in his conduct towards us, in appointing 
paſtoxsandtcachers, for the ediſying the body of CnRIS T. 
Very important are the ends of a goſpel miniſtry. It is 
the more ordinary means of the converſion of ſinners, 
and of the gathering thoſe who are not already gather- 
ed; hereby the intereſt of CayrIsT 18 promoted, and 
| dnn communities continued i in their church fate, 


when thoſe who have ſeryed their generation are called © 


home, By, the word and ordinances of the goſpel good 
men are fed with knowledge and underſtanding, + their 


views of divine things are brightened, their graces are 


ſtrengthened, and, they fitted for the ſervice of Gon 
| here, and the r * him in glory. 


80 Net are "the G4 defigned to bs eee 
dy the paſtoral office, that, while thoſe who fuſtain it 
Have reaſon to adopt the language of the apoſtle, V 
is /u ficient for th:/e things? the church of CHRIS hath 
abundant cauſe to conſider itſelf under ſpecial obliga- 
tions to the great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls, for con- 
tipuing | a ſucceſſion of men. Who bo ag it ſome degree 

PSs | qualified” 


= 


[5] 


qualified: and-diſpodſed by his grace for the Adee 6 
vines of hat ' office; Bleſſtd be Gop, that in this our 
day, there are a number of ſuch perſons - perſena who 
are poſſeſſod of a fincore regurd for the honour of Cunts r, 
an eee eee ee 
2 eee mn 


ee ede 4 thi Lon Snag FRE 10 
alſd further increaſed; for- the pracious aſſurance of his 
preſenee witk his miniſters to the end of time. And as 
we have thus always reaſon to acknowledge, with grate- 
ful ſentiments, the conſtant care and kindneſe which he 
exerciſes towards his people; ſo more eſpecially, when 
he is pleaſed to interpoſe in the behalf of a community, 
Þy providing them a paſtor es pee wan | 
ay ww * _ * a | 


8 100 
Wirn wy —— tene rig” 
my brethren and friends, upon the preſent joyful occa - 

non. Von have had reaſon to fing both of mercy and 
judgment, and may this day ſet up your Ebenezer, and 
ſay, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. It is not many 
years fince Providence removed from you a very emi+ 
nent ſervant of Car1sT; whoſe memory is ſtill held in 
very high. eſteem. Under that afflictive diſpenſation 
your faith and patience were long. exerciſed. At laſſ 
Soy appeared, and you were again bleſſed with a very 
valuable paſtor, - whom you juſtly eſteemed, and the 
Loa p greatly owned; In the midſt of his uſefulneſs, 
and when every thing did wear the moſt promiſing aſpect; 


He, 


4 


He, who hds a right to diſpoſe uf hig Geiwhats ene 
good in his ſight, removed him from you. A gloom 
coverei your faces, and ſorrow filled your hearts. In 

your diſtreſs you cried; unto: the Loxp; he heard your 
cries—anſwered: your requeſts and has directed you to 
one, whoſe ſettlement among you may be conſidered as 

a fulfilment of that gracieus promiſe, I will give them 
paſtors after mins own heart. In this freſh and gracious 
appearance of Providence in. your favour we heartily re- 
Joice: with you; and as we are now, at your requeſt, to 
| ſeparate our dear brother to the oſſice to which you have 

called him, give me leave eee 
to the ſervice 1th 03 ve 1997 7 

Tus 4 fdquinies! which 1 fall Ay 9 
deration upon this ſubject, relate to the perſons who are 
to appoint officers in the church, and to the manner in 

oe: thiy: are-to be. Corea rhe! 1 1 


2 dil we attend ok „ e _ 
beet of proper officers to take care of the civil af- 
fairs of the church, we ſhall find that the brethren choſe the 
perſons, and that the apoſtles appointed them: Wherefore 
brethren, ſay the apoſtles, look ye out among you ſeven men 
of honeft report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and æuiſdom, whom ws 
may appoint over this 'bufineſs*. . The prophets and teachers, 
who were at Antioch, were directed by the Holy Ghoft 
to ſeparate Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto' he 
Pers 7. os Titus v was 0 in Crete to ordain 
t e "elders 


* „ Ads vi 3. | {aki 2. 


TTY 


_ elders:in every city d. From hence it appears that the 

perſons who appointed or odainei offigers in che church. 
whether as deacons, or paſtors, and teachers, were, the 
apoſiles, and more ordinary minibers, of 3h goſpel. 1 


to betleBog aeg d Sena 0: .24 lo Braas ad int 


77 Ta other inquiry that falls under our notice, re- 
ſpetts the manner in which the officers, ; the c 
are to be appointed. When che brechren had choſe out 
} of their number proper perſqns to take care of the civil non 
affairs of the church, they ſet them before. the apoliles; 
auh prayed. and laid their baude on them t. In the ac- 
count which we have of che ſeparation, f Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which they were called, we find 


chat the prophets, and teachers eee . 
their hands on them 1. pig 


we Tas common obje&tion made. cock profes iet 
ris uſed. with woe of ernie eee 3 
33 fon the comrepance of * wa: ceaſe like- 
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_ 3 to N 18 obere 1 is, + dath not 
appear that the extraordinary gifts of the. Spirit were al- 
ways beſtowed when impoſition of bands Was uſed, We 
are informed that Srephen, full of faith and power, id 
. great wonders; but.i it 1s not mentioned ag the effect of 
dhe 2 on of the hands of the apoſtles ; 3; nor is it 


an ais bao my 40 1 im- 
15 Fan . "LAG. 
: N & 8 
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r 
he was ſeparated 40 his-office by che impo- 
don of bands; for it is mid of hinz chat he Wasa 
man full gor Taich and e (Holy Shen; aiphns afl 
in the ſecond of Acts, to denote a perſon poſſeſſed of 
"the- extraordinary gifts ef the! Spisiꝝ Mor idoes it 
appear that Barber and San did ircceive che porter of 
Working miracles by the lying on of the Jandswforhe 


Prophets and teacherb. They had been already ſome- 


\time minffters ef che goſpel, but ne bezag onlled 0 
more public work; they were ſolemnly ſet apart Thereto 
by faſting, prayer, and inipoſition ef lands: which ur- 
count we have without any intimawon ef extractdinary 
"Lifts being received or 2 
paration. 4 Wai 9 ne Nan 
7 
5 5 it could be 66s, ETA nay Tyan 
© not; chat in the times of the apöſtles, the extraordinary 
© gifts of the Spirit aid Aways -accompany impoſition of 
Hands; yet even this would not ſer aide the validity of 
che practice of laying om of hands, Wlleſs it could fo 
de proved, that this was the only deſign of it. May 
we not well ſuppoſe, that Prayer was made for all thoſe 
Auppties of grace and wiſdom which che nature of * their 
Work did require, and for that fucceſs which che im- 
Portant ends of theit office rendered de fruble, and that 
e laying on of hands was a ſolemn pointing out che 
* whom they ſepatated to the work to which"they 
* were called, and on whom they implored divine blefltigs | 
"Shether of an drome 4 or nn nature? | 
. 7 1 #7 *Fok- 


6 ——_ as we and in dhe ſacred writ- 
"ings, that the ſeparating thoſe, who were called by Gop 
to office in the church devolved upon the miniſters, and 
chat it was done by prayer and impoſition of hands; 
and as it does not appear that the practice of laying on 
of hands was confined to the conferring the peculiar 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; and we have no intimation of 
its being laid aſide; we are now come, at the defire of 
this church, to ſeparate Mr. Abraham Boeth. to the paſto- 
ral office in this community, according to the primitive 
manner, by prayer and impoſition of hands. In order 
to which, give me leave for the ſatisfaction of this aſ- 

ſembly to make the few Eg requeſts, 


Since it cannot but be 8 as a matter of 
great importance in the ſettlement of a paſtor, that a 
conſcientious regard be had to the word of Go, and 
the leadings of Providence; I beg leave to requeſt that 
one of the members of this church, in the name of the 
whole, would give an account of the ſteps which have 
been taken by this community in — to its obtaining 
a paſtor. * 


Which 2was accordingly done by a brother of the church. 


As you, the members of this church, have invited 
Mr. Abraham Booth to be your paſtor, permit me to de- 
| fire you, both the brethren and ſiſters, publicly to recog- 
nize your invitation by lifting up your right hand, 


Which was accordingly done. 
| * ü As 
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As Uhis church have invited you, my brother; to take 
the overſight of chem in the Lox b, and have how Pub- 
lily recognized their invitation; be pleaſed to 'yive us 
an bunt of the ſteps Which you have taken relative to 


6 


their call, and alſo to declare your acceptance of the 


— | 


* 
5 
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ki war actirdoigh done. And Mr. Booth thin pre. 
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+ t5 8-1 it ehen, t STAYED DES en, 
8 it has been cuſtomary, on theſe ſolemn occaſions, 
to ſet forth, in order à declaration of thoſe things 
quhich are moſt ſurely believed amongſt us; and, as I am 
now called upon, in this public manner, to make a free 
and open confeſſion, of my religious principles ; I would 
look up to the Father of lights, and the Spirit of truth, 
that I may be enabled to make a good profiyſion in the pre- 


fence of many witneſſes —in the 7 of God, of an- | 
gels, and of men, 


"As the exiſtence of * a Supreme Being, and our 7" 

endance upon him, is the very. baſis of all religion | 
whether natural or revealed; I therefore do, firſt of all, 
profeſs my firm belief of that grand fundamental truth, 
That there is a Gop, all nature proclaims aloud through 
all her works. The countleſs tribes of animate and ina- 
nimate exiſtences, from the higheſt to the loweſt link i in 
the vaſt chain of finite being, pour in their atteſtations 


9 this moſt e Cath, The meaneſt inſect, the 
5 | ORs ſmalleſ 


* 


be: 14 1 
ſmalleſt ſpire of graſs, the minuteſt t grain of ſand; theſe, 
all thefe bear the fignatures of an all-wife-Oreator. - - - 


5 though the 1 of a 1 Being may be 
clearly ſeen by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godbead; yet the circymſtgnees 7 


have ever been ſuch, as to render it neck 


more poſitive and explicit revelation of the perfections 
and purpoſes, of the works and ways of the great Cre- 
ator, mould be given to them. Infinite wiſdom ſaw it 
neceſſary, and divine goodneſs would not with-hold the 
benefit. Such a revelation, 1 believe, Gov has in fact 
given. This revelation, I am fully perſuaded, is con- 
tained in the writings of the Old and the New Teſta- 
ment, which conſtitute that book, which is, by way of 
eminence, called THE BIBLE; rejecting all thoſe writ- 
ing which are commonly called apocryphal, as making E 


no part of that revelation which Gop Jas 9 to man. 


kind. 


— wv " 


Many are the reaſons, and various the conſiderations, 
which induce me to receive the Bible as a divine reve- 
lation; amopgft which the following a are none of the 
leaſt. The ſublimity and ſpirituality of its doctrines— 
"The purity of i its precepts—The prophecies contained in 


it, many of which have been punctually fulfilled; eſpe- 


— 


cially thoſe relating to the Meſſiah, the calling of the 
Gentiles, the destruction of Jerzſalem and the Fowi/p 
church-flate, and the diſperſion of the Jeu. The 
NE © of its 8 


"et harmony of defign | 
ſubſiſting 


1 8965 1 3 
| fubſifling amongſt chem, and the pranidovr of hat d- 
fign Their unreſerved freedom in relating matters of 
fakt, even when their own reputation, or the reputation 
of thoſe whom they greatly revered and dearly loved, 
"might ſeem to be injured by ſuc a procedure And the 
long feries of uncontrolled: tmiracles which were wrought 
in proof of its doctrines being divine. When to theſe 
things I add the conſideration of that amazing ſucceſs, 

which attended the preaching of a crucified Meffah 
and his reſurrection from the dead, by a few, illiterate, 
deſpiſed fiſhermen of Galite; men of little art or-addrefs, 
and poſteſſed of no civil power or authority : "And this, 
notwithſtanding both Fes and Gentiles had been long 
in poſſefſion of an "eſtabliſhed religion, of ) which they 
were tenaciouſly fond; in vindication of whith, and in 
order to cruſh the Chriſtian cauſe in its infancy, they 
both agreed to uſe all their power and policy, all their 
art and fophiſtry, and every oppreſſive meaſure, againſt 
the preachers and worſhippers of the crucified Ixs us 
When L reflect upon thoſe complicated ſufferings and 
continual hardſhips which the firſt preachers of the yoſ- 

pel underwent, and that without che leaſt profpect of 
any temporal emolument, for all their pains and fuffer- 
ings, for all their labours nd hardſhips ; yet doing all, 
ſuffering all, with a meektieſs and patience aſtoniſhing: 
to their very enemies When I conſider, that all theſe 
labours and ſufferings were performed ant undergone 

by them, in order to propagate a ſyſtem of doktrines and 
practices, directly oppoſite to all the prejudices of their 
dun — to all the fond hopes Which they in 


2 8 | 


- gb) 26 1 
_ partieutar, and che "MY in general, had .conceived 
concerning their long-'expekled Meſſiah, for whom they 
had been taught to look under, the character of a ſecular 
Prince, one whoſe kingdom ſhould be of this world 
When I conſider the, apoſtles; who were all Ferus, as in- 
tirely renouncing all their national prejudices, and a&- 
ing under the uniform influence of ſuch maxims as were 
diametrically oppoſite, yet perfectly agreeable to what 
had been repeatedly foretold by the ancient prophets; 
I receive additional confirmation. When I further 
© conſider, what ſtupid ignorance has univerſally prevail- 
ed, as to the, intereſts of religion and the important 
concerns of the ſoul, even in the moſt poliſhed nations 
in former or latter times, where the Jewiſn and Chriſtian 
revelation has not been at all known or regarded 
When I confider the moral ſtate of mankind in general, 
and that of my: own ſoul in particular, and compare it 
with thoſe deſcriptions given of it in that ancient vo- | 
_ Jume, togethe? with that proviſion which I am informed 
from thence Gop has graciouſly made to ſupply all my 
_ ſpiritual wants F inally, when 1 conſider the holy 
influence which the ſincere belief of 3 its doctrines has 
upon the moral conduct of all thoſe, who conſcientiouſly | 
. adhere to its ſacred dictates, and how i its precepts and 
. prohibitions are uniformly — to promote the good 
of civil ſociety and the beſt intereſts of mankind 


I ſay, when J attentively confider theſe various particu- 
lars, with others which might be mentioned, I cannot 
heſitate a ſingle moment to pronounce it A DIVINE RE- 
Arion, and every way worthy its infinite Author: 

The 


[7 1 


Tux ſexiptures 4 Old and New Teſlamant, con- 
tainingia well · atteſted: revelation from Gop, my Maker 
and my Sovereign, I therefore look upon and receive 2s 
the only rule my fuirb and practice. This dixine bock, 
this heavenly volume, L accept with humility! and gra- 
titude from the hand of my adored Creator, as à gift 
of ineſtimable value; and, conſidering it as the grand 
charter of my eternal ſalvation, I cannot but eſteem it 
as my indiſpenſable duty implicitly to ſubmit to ãts ſa- 
ered dictates, in every affair of religious concernment. 
And it is becauſe" I am fully perſuaded that the follow /- 
ing doctrines are contained in thoſe oracles of eternal 
truth, that I embrace them—as articles of my faith 
the foundation of my W as the mina 
„ 3 | x Oe 


1 eee eee e arddebdidi 0 A 
ſpired volume for my cleareſt apprehenſions. and: moſt 


ſatisfactory diſcoveries of the Divine Being. It is from 
hence Learn with undoubted certainty, that there is but 
On Gor; that he is poſſeſſed of abſolute: and infinite 


perfection; and that he governs the world, his po- 


vidence r na to n his creatures and all their 
actions. 5 | ;. 41-7 iA e barks 
| 1 

Frou the ſame ane Aae ee Iam 
informed, that in the unity of the Diving Eſſence there 
are three diſtinct Perſons, the Far HER, the Sox, and | 
che Holy Gnosr; who are all repreſented as bearing 
divine names, 2 divine 5 
C divine 


F\ 18 ] 
di ade and receiving divine honours ;/ conſe- 
quently muſt be one in eſſence and equal in glory, 
whatever inferiority there may be in reſpect to office in 
the ceconomy of redemption. The reality of theſe things 
I firmly believe on the authority of Gop's own declara- 
tion, though their particular modus greatly exceeds my 
: feeble comprehenſion. I believe, wonder and adore! 
-. FT BzLIEve, that i the beginning God created the hea- 
vent and the earth, with all their numerous inhabitants. 
Laſt of all, and nobly conſpicuous amongſt the amazing- 
' by diverſified productions of his almighty power and in- 
finite Kill, being little inferior to the angels in light, 
ke ereated man, and conſtituted him lord of this lower 
world. Male and female created he them, after his. own 
Gn pf and in his own likeneſs; upright, innocent and 


" holy; Ry e 


On the ſame aan I believe, that man did 
not long continue in theſe: holy and happy circum- 
ſtances; but, being left to the freedom of th own wall, 
he tranſgreſſed the law which his Maker and Sovereign 
had given him; in conſequence of which he fell into a 
ſtate of guilt, depravity and ruin. And as he was not 
only the natural but federal head and repreſentative of 
his unborn poſterity, he ſinning, all his offspring ſinned 
in him and fell with him, the guilt of his firſt fin being 


pond, and a corrupt nature derived, to all who de- 
nd from him by N generation. Hence 1 1 that. 
4 
A 


[ 19 ] 


en aa cb, averſe to all 


that is ſpiritually good, and prone to evil; dead in an, | 
under the curſe of the righteous law, and obnoxious to. 
eternal vengeance,” From which ſtate of complicated 
miſery” there is no deliverance but * n em . 


05 x 
On the Wb bee the er e 


keve, that the eternal Sovereign, before the world be- 


gan, of his own good pleaſure, and to manifeſt the 
riches of his glorious grace, foreſeeing the fall of man, 
choſe a certain number of this apoſtate race to eternal 
ſalvation, whom he predeſtinated to. the adoption 
children by Jeſus Chriſt, according to his own ſove- 
reign «vill; and, in purſuance of this grand and gra- 
cious deſign, he entered into a covenant of grace and 
peace with the Son of his love on their behalf, in which 
a Saviour was appointed, and all ſpiritual bleſſings pro- 

vided for them. 4a 


Ix order to accompliſh theſe gracious purpoſes of in- 
finite mercy and eternal love towards apoſtate miſerable 
wretches, I believe that the Son of \Gop, being ap- 


pointed from everlaſting the Mediator of the covenant, 


and having engaged as ſurety on the behalf of his peo- 
ple, who were become his care and charge, did, in the 
Fulneſs of time, become incarnate, took upon him the 
Form of a. ſervant, paid the moſt conſummate obedience 
to the divine law, perfe&ly performed the will of his 
Father, and, finally, having all the fins of ail his people 


C2 * 


; hk ö 
N Zo. 
20 
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imputed to him and charged” upon him, he died the 


ignominious, tlie painful, and curſed death of the eroſs; 


Pouring out his blood, yielding up bis life; and offer- 


ing his very ſoul a Tachifice, a viearious' atoning: ſacri- 


_ face} for their fins; and to expiate their innumerable 


and enormous crimes, In theſe ſufferings of the Son of 
Gop on the croſs I behold, in the cleareſt light, the 


Infinite evil of fin diſplayed, and the awful wrath of 


God- revealed againſt it, the law magnified, juſtice 
fatisfied,” and Gop himſelf well-pleaſed. 


| T8vLrave, that Iss vs the crucified arofe from the 
dead the third day. By which he gave the higheſt poſſible 
evidence, that the debt he became reſponſible for was 


perfectly paid—the fins for which he ſuffered entirely 
expuned-—the divine law and divine juſtice fully ſatis- 


| fied—the powers of darkneſs vanquiſhed, and death it- 


ſelf overcome: at the ſame time declaring, in a way 
ſuperior to all the power of language, that the ſleeping 
duſt of his ſaints ſhalk. be raiſed. to a ſtate of ee 
life and n T.. h 

| I BELIEVE that, in order to the perfe& performance 
of the various branches of his grand undertaking, hav- 
ing given undeniable evidence to his ſelected few that 


he was riſen indeed, and having imparted to them the 


neceſlary inſtruQons before his final departure, he a- 
ae triumphant to the right-hand of the Majeſty on 


i high, where he ſhines and reigns the incarnate Gos. 


There he is exalted as Head over all things for the good 
of 


- 


tal 
of: his church. having the reine of government in both 
worlds put into his hands: ſo, that he is not, only to, be 
ackenoui ledged as king of Zion and ruler in his church: 
but alſo, as the Gop of providence and goyernor of the 
world. There alſo, as our aſcended Redeemer, our ex- 
alted head, having entered thoſe. bliſsful abodes. as the 
fore · runner of his people, and taken. poſſeſſion. of. them 
as their repreſentative; he eyer liyes, to plead. all his me- 
Tit, to improve all his influence, as a faithful interceſſon, 
as a prevailing advocate, on their behalf. Hence it is, 
that our faith, in the time of trial, ſhall not intirely fail; 
that our prayers are heard, and our praiſes aſcend with 
n before the — throne. 


| — — —— to the . rad Canons of my faith 
and practice, I believe, that the juſtification of ſinners 
in the fight of Gop, is purely, ſolely, entirely, by tho 

righteouſneſs of CHRIS imputed to them; without the 
conſideration of any holy qualities wrought in them, 
or any works of righteouſneſs performed by them, either 5 
with or without the aſſiſtance of the * Spirit. 


I BELIEVE, the abſolute neceſlity of 8 or- 

der to eternal life; and am fully perſuaded, that avith- 
out holineſs, that is, a real love of Gop producing ch 

ful obedience to his commands, 30 man, WY 

religious 1 or mann may * * fee t 

Lor. d. "I 5 
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6 T'vri1558; that regeneration, faith, and dunelisca- 
tion, are not che produce of man's free-will and 
power, ber —— of a „ ee bn r 


word of truth. | . 
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IS EIIEVx, the certain, infallible perſeverance in 
grace to glory, of all thoſe who are regenerated by the 
Spirit of Gov, and juſtiſled by the obedience of CuzrsT; 


they wow _ eee of God eh 6H 


vation. © 
| x * 


As ſesvs ee the great head of the church, has 


inſtituted vatious ordinances to be obſerved by his peo- 
ple till his ſecond coming; which are deſigned, under 


a a divine influence, to promote their edification in all 


the graces and comforts of the Holy Spirit; fo, I be- 


| Heve, he has appointed two poſitive inſtitutions, the ob- 


ſervation of which he has in a particular manner en- 
joined upon all his followers : that is, Baptiſn, and 
the Lord's Supper; and the OT as PO neceſ- 


ſary to che latter, 


I ILIE, chat baptiſm is immerſion in water, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft and is a lively emblem of the death, burial, 
and reſurre&iog of Ixs us, as the repreſentative of his 


people; and their being cleanſed from fin in the foun- 


tain of his blood, their dying to it, and riſing again to 
newneſs of life.— The requiſite qualifications for this 
ordinance are, I further believe, faith in the Redeemer, 


| | and 


I 


'H 


-1 23 J . 
een fic Nor does it appear from the com- 
mand of C1157, or the practice of his apoſtles, chat 
we have any authority to adminiſter this ordinance in 
any other way than immerſion, or to any other ſ 
chan ſuch who d — <LI to be 
oP OI a. 


N 
„ 
Knol 1 «% Hunden 


. 


s W an e brook by re- 
x e the elements of bread and wine, according to 
the appointment of Caxr1sT, abe few. forth: bis death. 
And is deſigned, I am perſuaded, to impreſs our minds 
with a lively ſenſe of the evil of fin,—the ſufferings. of 
Jzsvs for it, — the benefits derived to us through thoſe - 
ſufferings, —together with that union and Gs 
_ which we n with him, and one * another. 


% 


Wü it is apptinted for man once to die and as ; at. n 


the body is reſolved into its primitive duſt; ſo the im- 


mortal Hpirit returns to God who gave it. The ſouls of 
believers being diſlodged from their earthly manſions, 
and made perfect in holineſs, do, I believe, immediately 
enter into glory; but thoſe of the wicked are imme- 
dlately tranſmitted into the abodes of darkneſs and de- 
ſpair; and are reſerved under | everlaſiing chains, with 
| apoſtate angels, fill the judement * the great day. 


1 1 that there vill be n of the dead, 
Both of the juſt and unjuſt; and that God has appointed a 
day, in which he wwill judge the world in righteouſneſs by 

Jesus ChRIST. At which awful and glorious period, 
bad all 


{as 4; 


A nations Malk be cbuvened before Kis great tribunial. 
Then Will Jisvs the Judge, | make an everluſting ſepara- 
"Lion between the nghtecus and the Wicked; awarding 
eternal Ife und infinite happinefzs tothe rightecus ü bat 
everlaſting death and nerer en ding tofment to che wicked. 
The equity of which ſentence on either part, am fully per- 
ſuaded, will be admired and applauded by all holy intelli- 
"Fetices; andacknowledped e by thedamned themſelves 
Þ their*aggravated woe. The ſentence paſſed, ſpeedy 
ion'ſhall foto). For at the eoncluſion of the au- 
my e folemn ſcene, the wicktd ſhall» o bay, ap- 
"palled* and reluctant, 5e everlaſting burnings; _ the 
1 eee Enitcing; 10 un, 


Sven are the leading ene of my faith 75 uch the 
ſentiments of my heart. Theſe things, as a Chriſtian, 
* Fagain declare, I believe; and truſt,” that in ſome de- 
gree I have experienced their powerful, -cotnforting{ fanc- 
tifying influence on my on ſoul. Such alſo are the doc- 
trines I ami determined, by divine aſſiſtance; to preach, and 
to make the important ſubjects of my future miniſtrations. 
—y Notwithſtanding, as I pretend not to infallibility 
of judgment; or to know all that is to be known in 
tthze preſent imperfect ſtate, concerning Gov or his will, 
concerning CAS or his kingdom; I defire ever to have | 
a a mind open to conviction, and ſuſceptive of truth, by 
whatever means it may pleaſe Gop to inform me df it: 
and when known, to communicate it to others as caſes 
and eircumſtances may require, | 7 


a" 


FURTHER 


1 28 ] 


oP Fugue ; Lacknouledge ines my indiſpenſabie duty | 
to: cultivate a friendly freedom, and brotherly[affetion, 
With all abyfe whe done ger Band, Flue: Ghrif in fincerity, 
and bear his image, Such, —— 
they be, I deſixe to gſteem as my: brethren, members of 
the ſame; myſtical body, and men of, * To. 
nn. $0] Nl ae att: 21 41 0 
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| Aud now to Him, who purcha/ed the Ted. With bit 
own blood, who walks in the midſt & the ſamem gui des ram 
 dlefticks, and exerciſes a tender care over the weakeſt and 
meaneſt of his flock ;—to Him, I ſay, and for the edi- 
. fication of his people, thoſe eſpecially of this congre- 
gregation, do I now deſire to devote my ſtrength, my 
life, my all; to be employed how, and as long as his 
unerring wiſdom ſhall direct and appoint. And the 
Loxp grant! that I may obtain mercy to be found faith - 
ful in that miniſtry I receive from him ; living under 
the habitual - remembrance of that awful account I am 
to render to him: that ſo, after I have preached to 
others, I my/elf may not become a caft-away ; being fully 
perſuaded, that a damned miniſter of the goſpel, is the 
moſt ſhocking character in hell: but, zaking heed to 
myſelf and to my doctrine, may be enabled to give up my 
accounts with joy, in the preſence of our Lord Jaſus Chrift 
at his coming. And as it is in Him I defire to be found, 
at the laſt, the univerſal audit; ſo it is in his name I 
humbly go forth, to the important, the arduous, the 
honourable work. On Him I depend for aſſiſtance in it; 
to Him I look for . in the performance of it. 


8 = « O my 


© 26 


% my Gop l 1 1 my inkite, 
tc eternal ARE Let my on foul, and che fouls of my 
4. heaters, be ever prrcidus in thy fight! And grant, chat 
e aſter th&exerciſe of much fervent; mutual love, and 
es the t of many fpiritual comforts, in theſe 
et chy lower coarts/;-we may finally arfVe at theſe blifs- 
« ful regions, where love is perfect, and joy perpetual; 
where hymns of holy wonder, and ſongs of devouteſt 
6. praiſe, mall be our un ninterruptet and ev em- 

e ploy! Amen aud Amen. bi nh e cet ed dere 
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H province, dear Sir, is to addreſe you on this 
ſolemn, but joyſul occaſion. And this I do as 
your: ee Peter,” when writing to thoſe of che diſper- 
fion, ſays, The elders which are among yon Iexhort, 
«. whoalſoam an elder.“ A ſuperior character is need- 
leſs, and this freedom, at the unĩted requeſt of the peo- 
ple, and yourſelf, is not without warrant. . I am ſpeak- 
ing to one who is no ſtranger to the office of a paſtor ; 
nevertheleſs, on the commencement of the near and ſa- 
cred relation which no- ſubſiſts between you and this 
reſpectable community, it is decent, and I hope that, 
under the influence of the Spirit, it will be uſeful to re- 
mind you, and my own ſoul, of the miniſtry we have 
received, that we may rejoice in the end. To this pur- 
poſe I have ſelected the example of that eminent ſervant 
of  Cyr1sT, the apoſtle of the Gentiles, e * 
himſelf, i in | 
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Ads xx. 24. Bur NONE OF THESE THINGS- MQVR 
ME, NEITHER COUNT-I MY LIFE DEAR-TO- MYSELF, 80 
THAT I MIGHT FINISH MY COURSE WITH JOY, AND 
THE MINISTRY WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE 
Logp Jesvs, TO TESTIFY THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE 
or Gop. 


Tas 


R 


1 courſe, and the miniſtry 
he had received. Theſe may be conſidered as 25 one, or 
diſtinct. A man's courſe, Sir, you know, is his ſtation, 
or the buſineſs of his life, under the direction of Provi- 
dence. The/expreſiion i is not confined to perſons of a 
public ſtation; and accordingly this paſſage has been 
uſed to excite the zeal and perſeverance of the faithful 
of every rank, through the conflicts of a 3 iſa 
/ | But it is evident that Paul in the declaration [beſos 
chiefly; if not ſolely; regards the completion of his-office, 
which indeed includes the filling up his private 'Charae- 
ter: it is therefore no leſs agreeable to che deſi (of the 
place, and our preſent occaſion, to confider theſe phraſes 
| ſynonomous ; and then, as a » late celebrated preacher 
- obſerves, « One defign runs through the whole; and 
« the finiſhing his courſe is the ſame with fulfilling his 
«- miniſtry,” This perfectly ſuits ' the idea of the office 
you ſuſtain. A courſe is a ſet-round;* or limited ſpace, 
within certain lines, as preſeribed to them who engaged 
in the manly ſports, anciently uſes by the Greis, and 
Romans, to which there is a frequent alluſion in ſerip. 
ture. And, is not the Chriſtian miniſtry a courſe of 
duty, the lines of Which are drawn in the word as the 
ſpot whereon this or the other ſervant of the Lob is to 
run is circumſcribed at his pleaſure? Thus John is ſaid 
to have fulfilled his courſe, i. e. of (preaching and dap- 
tizing in the nn to ns the _ of 9 
8 him 125 * 1 
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* The late Rev. Mr. Thos „ Ses his Sermons rol is 
p. 279 + Acts xiii, 15. 
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echenk kt 8e this miniſtry che zpofile"declares; of 
avhom be crit it, and avhertin it orffted." He received 
it of the "Loy Fes: This we knew was the cdſe 
in an erttaofhfbr) manher With Pau; his commiffon 
came not by che hands of men, But immediateiy frem 
Jesvs himſelf . But eber) man wh! is qualified, and 
| regularly called, aud ſet apart" atebrding* to the Word, 
may juſtly and*ſoberly Aferibe to The Hand of the Leb 
che gift he hath Obtaifed. It confiſted in © retifying | 
the goſpel of the grace of Gob. Nöôt that he wasto 
do nothing elſe in the character of an apöſtle, er that 
this branch of his office was à bare report 6f the truth, 
as may hereafter be feen: for nothftig 19 more Com] ]jʒ˖,j 
than to deſcribe a thing by an eſſential or principal part. 
This, Sir, is the object which Paul had in view; the 
N he had e which" as a ure He was to 
run. * 4 5 El Nuk . 5 K 1 £107 ed 
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1 to meet with a variety of afflictions in fulfilling 
this courſe. What theſe were the context, and his cur- 
rent hiſtory, will ſhew, It is ſufficient to our purpoſe 
that many things came to paſs in the diſcharge of his 
miniſtry, under which he was tempted to ſtop or turn 
aſide; trials, which would have qgcaſioned any man, 
acting on a different principle from that chich animated 
him, to withdraw: from” or to fink under We ont = 
m_ n 8 
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%, Ysx,behold4.he is firm. and. n aſh But. none 
of. cheſe things moye me, . 4. 1 make no account 


of .theſe things; not any ona, or all, together, in the 
Jeaſt ſhake my reſolution; they are, truly. as nothing. 
Hef eyidently includes whatever mi 
him, ver. 22. This. at frſt view. may ſeem rather pre- 


bereaſter befall 


cipitant. Paul knew the temptations and ſorrows he had 
already undergone, and the afflictions that now preſſed 


him ively: but how could he anſwer for himſelf, if heavier 


trials came upon him? Is not this. ſomething like Peter, 
ho boaſted and fell? No: our, apoſtle had counted 


the coſt; he, was prepared for any future exerciſe in life, 


2 eee mne 


2 nr + 12835 71 


2 1 — 2 A 
does this our pattern illuſtrate and prove the firmneſs of 


his heart! Neither count I my life dear to myſelf.” Life 
is precious in itſelf! and dear to every living creature, 
who is not without natural affection: to ſuppoſe which 


of the apoſtle would be to diveſt him of real religion; but 
he does not abſalutely declare that he made no account 


of his life, 'but ſays, neither count I my life dear 70 


' **:21y/ef,”* His argument riſes in proportion to the j 


been hie Mätl for his natural life; for where is the ſelf- 
denial, or virtue of reſigning what be undervalued or 


Ueſpiſed? The meaning is, that he was ſa far from 
being moved by any ſufferings he endured, or was liable 
to, in the courſe of his TOES that he had fincerely 
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* 


Ley 


devoted, „ nie Kiel it 
required, in the ſervic of CRI r. Time was, when; 
in the near proſpect of a diſſolution, he longed to de- 
part and be with his LoD yet, counting his life dear 
20 orberr, he was willing to abide in the fleſti; a ſingular 
inſtance of diſintereſted and ardent; affection for the 
church !- But, in reſpect of any ſatisfaction, pleaſure, or 
advantage, that might acerue to himſelf by his continu- 
ance in the body, he freely renounced itz manifeſt 
proof. that he was ready for whatever. . 

| Mapa ee pee Aer Nd : ame 
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3 hats was it that animated the Fa to Fu \ great 
{elf-denial, and inſ pired him with this noble reſolution ? 
Could any thing ſhort of heaven itſelf compenſate the loſs 
of his life? It muſt be owned that the certain proſpe& of 
glory lay nearly connected: but, ſtrictiy and properly, 
the direct motive to this holy courage and mortification, 
was no other than a deſire and proſpect of joy in the 
cloſe of his work. So. our divine Maſter, the Captain 
of ſalvation, for the j Joy of compleating the redemption 

of * bash, endured the croſs and 1 e the ms 
*#., 

"| Tan sir, I have briefly him ups. And ſer beben 
you, the high attainment and. heroic example of this 
great and good man. His capacity and rank indeed far 
exceeded thoſe we are endowed with: but our miniſtry 

is for ſubſtance the fame; and he is worthy the i imitation 
of all WhO would perſevere 1 in the work of the Loxp, 
mn me then to Bive you the ſum in a ſingle propo- 
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| * is this Nothinganill.nioue 4 duch | 
1% ful ſervant of CHN from his courſe in the mini · 


1% ſtry be had received, whoſe earneff expectation and 


ee is to. finiſh with joy, Nous this ſuppoſes @ | 


work to be done ;- that. a miniſter mayancet with. many 
things to:diſcourage and turn him aſide ; but that there 
is a joy to he expected on completing his ſervice, in the 
proſpect of . which he will ſtand to his poſt. I ſhall 
therefore, my brother, take leaue to remind you, with 
friendly advice, concerning your oſſice; to mention 


ſome things by which perſons have been moved, and eren 


tempted to forſake it; to ſtate the idea of that firmneſs 

of mind exemplified in the apoſtle ;—and then to glance | 
onthe nature and ſources of that Joy, which Infpited kim 

S an 


re ita link eee 
articles contained in the miniſtry you have received; to 
ſhewyou wherein it conſiſts, and how it ſhould be perform- 
ed. At firſt the afcended Head of the church gave apoſtles, 
is ceaſed, with the occaſion of it: but we know that paſtors 
und teachers continue, till the myſtical body of CRI 
is complete. Zyb. iv. 13. This ordinary and ſtanding 
appointment for che work of the miniſtry, is either ge- 
neral or ſpecial. The former conſiſts in a power of preach- 
ing che word as opportunity offers, the perſon being regu- 
lafly called and ſent forth by the church, moved thereunto 
from a knowledge and trial of his abilities for teaching, 


m3 


s miraFclarifdir, wal uber webe veces 

the word. But you kiiow, Sir, the oer of a paſtor; or 
biſhop, is of a more peculiar nature: it is relative to a i 
particular church, gathered according to divine appoint- 
ment; and reſults' from u ſolemn contract between” u 
miniſter and the people of his charge. The like folemii 
covenant has this day been recognize between you; m 
brother, and this our dear ſiſter church, with whom'yon = 
are to abide in the ſacred relation wich diligedce and 

fidelity; I think; to the end of your days; no wogen 
reaſon under providence obliging you to the contrary, 
$carce any thing is more grievous, or hurtful to-ſocial 
religion, and the welfare of churches, than frequent 
and unneceſſary changes in this near and tender relation 
among the people of Gop: ſo that a ſteady perſeverance 
in your ſtation an "PE IF FOO ter. 
a 


Tur dene e this temdaidis as GA 
invariably the. ſame, to be applied according to che 
different ſituation and condition of the flock. They are 
clearly laid out in the New Teſtament, particularly in 
the epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, with which you are not 
unacquainted; yet give me leave on this occaſion. to 

_ rehearſe thoſe which are eſſential enn | 
| n by way of dvi 


ge Weng Sie. nant 1 move „ 
test in preaching the e? As on the one hand, 
© 2 Tim. iv. 2. : 

) B Af (it +17 4 the 


1 

the paſtoral function doth not ſo incloſe the work of 

opening the ſcriptures, as to render it unlawyful for any 
who are not of this rank to exerciſe their abilities in an 
orderly way; ſo on the other hand, fur be it that thiy 
needful and principal means of feeding the ſouls of men 
mould be excluded, in theory or in practice, from che 
office and work of a hiſhop, - Under this character a man 
diſpenſes the word of life, at leaſt in his own church, 
with a ſingular authority, by the inſtitution of CA IS r. 
The want of duly conſidering this, ſays the great Dr. 
Owen ®, lies at the bottom of all that negligence, floth 
and wantonneſs in hearing, which he laments: to have 
poſſeſſed many profeſſors in his day. And is there no 
cauſe for the like complaint W ee 
wa CORSA OY 500 In 850 
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Ao to 8 Sir, let your doctrine be found id 
unmixed; neither legal nor licentious, but the ſincere 

; milk of the word, which trikes at the root of all fin, 
and exalts che riches of free grace: Tr appears from the 
inſtance before us, chat it is our buſinefs to teſtify the 
goſpel of the grace of Gov. You need not be told 
that preaching the goſpel is preaching the croſs.; and 
we are glad to find that chere is ſo much reaſon to con- 
clude, that you come hither determined, As the apoſtle, 
to know nothing among us fave Jesv sCaxrsr and him 
crucified. Nevertheleſs, allow me with freedom to give 
you ſome particular advice on this head. Beware, Sir, 
of a partial and * Aeg of the word. A formal 
round 


nn edit. 3. p. 5. 


[ 37 ] - 
round of. preaching will. render you. dry and: anprofits 
able. - It is unhappy when miniſters dwell} in a manner 
altogether on a few, though on the more ſuhlime, arti» 
cles of our holy religibn. Many are the topics of divine 
revelation, and a variety of ſubjeft'1s needful to keep up 
the attention, and perfect the no ledꝑe uf your audience. . 
I therefore intreat you, my brother, chat in the miniftry 
of the word you have reſpect to a// ſorts of perſons,” and 


to every hind of truth, as you would compleatly ediſy EL 


the church. Let your: preaching alſo be pertinent; be 
guided by your text in the doctrine you teach: the 
ſcripture is not to be ſtrained: to the prepoſſeſſed view 
che preacher. Indeed there are inſtanres. to be gathered 
From CarrsT and his apoſtles, that ſhew we may ac 
cCommodate the word to a Particular ſubject; yet, on 
every occaſion, what is delivered ſhould flow naturally, 
and ſtand ſupported by the reaſoning of the paſſage 
choſen for the ground of our diſcourſe: otherwiſe u 
diſappoint the judicious attentive heater, and, in my 
opinion, little leſs than trifle, with the oracles of God, 

yea and deſtroy the idea of a text; beſides, by this 
means we deprive. ourſelves of that divine teſtimony to | 
the conſciences * men, en eee hope for 
er eee nns ee 
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Tas Joftrines fa jan. are ye > Fe = a6 
conſtantly affirmed: but your concern with the church 


over whom you are placed, is likewiſe to inſtruct them, 
5 avowed diſciples of Jesus, gathered in his name, 


2 * in 


tw 1 


in ul things nvbarfeeuar be haih oM „ i be. 
comes yon tb exdite them to every moral act, in eivit 
and natural life; and alſo to put them In mind of their 
facred covenant in the Load, and tlieir relative; dbliga- 
gions in his hoale, / N kr, OED 
. and lay, of a vain nnd feniual world, Hinaveh 
0 e nun pea eee 
| Transformed in their minds, they may abound in the 
qxercils of every ſpiritual grace- and qrangalieal da, 
and, ſetting their affeftions on things above, die daily, 
and live unto Gon. You are further to ſhew them, that 
they'moſt prove the fincerity of heir profeſion by ' 
nntual. fervent affection, being . hind and frader<beartel, 
* fargiving ene another f. yea and their d eneazies too, 
rather than indulge to carnal reſentment and paſſion. 
Thus yon are continually to provoke them to love and 
ood works, which, believe me Sir, will not be the leaſt 
vifficult part of your ſervice in a wanton and diſſolute 
age. In a word, let your ſermons be judicious, me- 
thodical, ſeriptural, plain, and experimental. Adapt 
them to the capacities and circumſtances of the people: 

— and let them be delivered, not with any-ſubtle affeRa- 
tion; but in a ſerious earneſt manner as from the heart, 
and with a boldneſs becoming one 1 from 
c and great Biſhop of wa. f 
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— anccde incambent, wpomt you. 
prayer=- It is no leſs che provites Gf, al golpel minide 
to lead the congregation 6 6 ISI 
dreſſes, than to open the ſeripturen, an exliort them to the 
obedience of faith; yea, and likewiſe to pray with and 
chem in a ſeparate capacity at homes on fpecial extaſions. 
lr ming Gain n 


an ability for pet in the choing UL a'paiſor. - Fray 
dine of invention,” judgment, and exprefiion, in his 
Holy exerciſe, being of Singular uſe in the chuch ih 
was conſidered as an efſemial qualification for the min · 
try. May s plentiful meaſure of the ſpirit: of ſuppl} 
cation be poured/ on you, that, being habicually'pees 
pared, you may excel-in this ſervice in”the'afftmblics 
of the ſaints, and alfo in their families when dequited, 
e e * 
8 5 veal om der 
eee i fly it jo'of — dich 
bs late of your flock, In order to this; let tach haue 
a welcome acceſs q your 'perſan; und hae in your = 
paſtoral viſits, Thoſe of common civility» and friendly 
entertainment may be-wuſeful, but:you; ate 0 take every 
fit opportunity to enquire into the ſpiritual frame of in- 
dividuals, And though you are by no meats 10 inter- 
meddle, as a bufy-body, with theip-temparal-concerae; 
| yer good knowledge of their conditida-in life dd need- 
a to. Gre your: fn adridey honed eſpecially 


5 Sor Enquiry int the Confitutin ccc. f th Pani Chun, 
Fi 1712, 
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Wiese clan long; and managed with Prudknces g 
which, and foro every vcher duty, may the Lon B give 
you underſtanding malt things. dil a3qS (3 71 arts & Reb 
20 * bas Hin vorg o live?! [cis b G25 wibado 
an the admijiifiration? of the two A, 
bagrifor und t this Aber, Which is mother branch of your 
function; be careful to follow' the pattern. Uufolch the | 
ſery of -theſs. vine inſtitutions; and; upon u Well 
judgment; earneſtly excite. the/ſacred affectiuns 
. the worſhippers may know they art 
cee, or only external teſts of obedience, 
alſo; wiſe: add gracious. appointments. for promoting 
= Raith and: joy s in attending on which they-may 
bape, by the Spirit, to have "TY _ OR ny 
OE RT ee 7 Sils Bas 2202} © 4 
9057 1007 10 yo EHu © 128 ag ling 


You are likewiſe, to gather the 415 with eke 


1 ef che brethren; -as-0ccafion requires. Stated meetings 


for diſcipline are eſſential to che purity. and peace of 2 
congregational ſociety s and moſt of the diſorders and 
decletdiohs we mourn may be juſtly imputed to a neg- 
lect of theſe important aſſemblies. I therefore beſeech 
you' be zealdus to maintain them. They are to be fre- 
quent, and as general as poſſible: you are to preſide at 
them, nd ee et all: things are conducted without 


whirs 


Anoruzk 5 


{. 


Ck 2 


Ao rkzx criterion, of a good ſhepherd, which our 
Saviour, himſelf has given us, is.this,; famely, © be pure 


tt teth, forth, his, ſheep. ard Seth before, them *.” In like 


manner, having directed your , aer in the an af 


rightequſneſs,. take che lead, and. gracefully ep as an 


he-goat before them +. However ſome, make light of 


becoming temper. and conduct in a chtiſtian paſtor, it is 
as truly an, ordinance of Gov. for the benefit of his pe 
ple, as his preaching : if his moral anꝗ eivil behaviour is 

not agreeable to the goſpel, it cannot be expected that 


vial ging ſhould flouriſh, among them. Permit me 1 
then, Sir, to charge you, in che words of the apoſtle to 


Timothy : | Let no man deſpiſe thee; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in converſation, 
«« in Charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity f. Happy 
the man! who can ſay, . kalen al n ler 
66 i ur off3 4993 v1 e WT 


* * more; e i i 5 is . 
Gneſs to cet the increaſe of. the lache nat, by opening the 
door of the fold beyond the limits preſcribed, or to any 
who are unmeet for the communion of ſaints; nor, by 
giving countenance to weak and unſtable profeſſors, 


much leſs by enticing any to leave the churches to which 


they belong, at their pleaſure ; nor, by any other ſelfiſh 
indirect method, which is carnal and low; but by ad- 
apting your miniſtrations, with fervent prayer, for the 
awakening and converſion of ſinners, and direction of 
John. 4. # Prov, xxx. 31. f i Tim. i. 14. 

{ x Cor. xi. 2. | 0 87 
F | the 
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3 FOI 
the ignorant who are out of the way. Spare not to ſhew 
ſuch the deplorable condition of thoſe who are under 

the law, and'the dreadful and everlaſting. wrath - that is 
coming on the guilty; urge, frequently urge, the ne- 
ceſlity of repentance and faith in the Lord JIxsus Curisr, 


and, for the relief of thoſe who are under painful con- 


viction, the certain aſſurance, that whoever believeth on 
him ſhall be ſaved : for, as already hinted, to teſtify is 
not only to report, or to aſſirm the grace of Gov, but 
alſo to exhort and plead: with our hearers, left they re- 
ceive it in vain. This attempt for increaſing the flock 
is likewiſe to be made, by taking occaſion in private to put 

even the youngeſt of the ning generation, who are ca- 
pable of being taught, on prayer, and a concern about 
their eternal welfare. We can ſcarce be too early in ac- 
quainting a child that he has an immortal ſoul to be ſaved. 
You are to cheriſh the thoughts of religion in whomſoever 
they appear: and as for thoſe of whom you have reaſon 
to conclude that they have obtained ſaving faith, they 
are to be ſhewn the importance of a profeſſed ſubjection 


to the goſpel, and to be exhorted to join themſelves” to 
the Lon, without any 1. e or n 1 8 


I xow, Sir, i to note. 105 "OY vital, that 
| FRO are inſtances of perſons, who, after having engaged 
themſelves in a like ſolemn manner you have this day 
contracted with the Lox p and his people, have declined 
nnd forſook this ſacred and honourable office. Some have 
thus acted from the ſame motives by which ſome others 
have been induced to ſeek this office, for bread, or tem- 
2 . 
; 
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ati advantage. | But as they are both influenced 
by. one principle, ſo their root is as rottenneſs, and 
their bloſſom. ſhall go up as the duſt. - Here and there 
Alſo, one in his eaſe turns aſide, his proſperity eats up 
his zeal, and deftroys his reſolution to abide in the work 
of the Loxp: but theſe occaſions are comparatively 
rare; and it is manifeſt that the apoſtle refers to things 
which are grievous to nature; and his hiſtory ſhews, 
that he met with many ſore trials in the courſe of his 
migiſtry.. I have no inclination to interrupt the joy of 
this day; but i it is ſometimes the pleaſure of the Loa p 
10 chaſten his ſervant with repeated ſtrokes on his per- 
ſon and family, by ſickneſs or otherwiſe, inſomuch that 

he may be geduced very low; it may be to render him 

the more capable, with ſympathy, to ſpeak a word in ſea- 

fon unto others in trouble. Thus our Loxy him- 
e ſelf having ſuffered. being tempted, is able to ſuecour 
them that are tempted *.” But; alas! when the waves 
roll one upon another, and we are toſſed to and fro, 
and i in a manner laid waſte, nature is prone to rebel; 
we ſoon diſcover our weakneſs, and, if grace pre- 
vents not, through carnal reaſon, the ſuggeſtions of 
Satan, and our own unbelief, we are liable to be moved. 
You are united with a people, whoſe compaſſion and ge- 


naeroſity are manifeſt, to their praiſe; yet mdhy are the 


viciſſitudes of providence; and, in the beſt ſituation, 
we are expoſed to ſtraights, under which we may be 
tempted to relinquiſh our charge. But, dear Sir, if re- 
quired, endure theſe afflictions, in fulfilling your mini- 


F 2 ſtry. 
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very. Some are called ont of the world into chis Work, In 
a +569 debe oe c Wel this trüch 
of theirdivine maſter's 5 teſtimony, « that a pfophet hath hb 
«© konour in his own country z tlie Tight and ſcorn of 
early companions, or natural relations, are feldom want- 
ing, and very diſagreeable. But your fitustibn is Giffe- 
rent, and I wil yb¹ proſperity in every view 3" yet fe- 
member yon are liable to various diſpenſatioiis tions for the 
trial of your faith. Sometimes it is the WMIdom of Gov 
to hide his face from his tiniſters for à ſeaſon ; tf 
walk in Gatknefs, aud Teen! to labour in vain, You 25 
as che apodle , be grieved by the indecent behaviour of 
ſome, and forſakem by others, even by ſath from Whom 
you had the greateſt expectation : thus he Chmplains of 
| being in A manner univerſally deferted in u, and 
particularly by Phygellics and Hermogones t, wh, it is pro- 
bable, had made high pretences of attachment and zeal. 
Aud UNE theſe e rde are 3 is nn ſuggeſted 


A 99. 


| e * many went back, ag walked no more 
him, Will ye alſo go'away'{$?” In a day of luke- 
warmneſs and diviſion, the wounds of a man are chiefly 
in the houſe of his friends: the treachery,” ill-will, and 
contempt of a brother tend more to diſcourage than the 
ſcandal of the world, and eſpecially when joined with 
an ungrateful neglect of others, which is ſometimes 
the caſe. If theſe, or any other offences, overtake you, 
my brother, Be ſtrong in the Lox p, and in the power 
* ſfſohn iv. 44. + Philip, ii, 18. t 2 Tim, i. 15, 

S John vi. 67. v1 


1 46 


ol Mis might *; 5 od l grace is is ſuflicient 15 ; og 
0 endiire Bardücſi as A gc X foldier 'of Canisr 2,” and ler 


voss a of theſe thing * 8 you away from his ſervice, 
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ats fortitude or ; Remmel ol e Sl bn 
Tal conſiſts not in being 8 under temptations : : 
Unleſs we feel, and ; are grieved 5 they ceaſe to be trials ; 
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aud mung were the, tears of „ poll 
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ber. 19. Nor doth. it imply, a, freedom "from painful 92 


ict ings with fleſh and dae 31 in this reſpect 


che beart may tremble, and. as i it 7 2 Woven out of 1 its 
place e. And 1 muſt not omit, 
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removing from one particular charge to another, does not 
_Impeachhim. I would by nomeans flatter or countenance 


the inſtability frequently ſeen: he that wil | ſhift, from place 
ia place, without conſent or adyice, is far from being 
"can n ful leſt the miniſtry be blamed, or to approve himſelf 

| a patient, diſintereſted ſervant, of Cuxisr; 3 nor do 1 
"think che common pretences ſavour of the ſclf-denial 
and dependance on the Logo, for ſupport and ſucceſs, 
which become a, man devoted to this honourable e ſer- 
vice. Nevertheleſs, there may. be a- juft: and cogent reaſon 
for a change; the circumſtances of a miniſter, and like- 
wiſe thoſe of the church, through a variety. of events, 


may ſpeak for his moving: and I believe, Sir, that the 


becoming: meaſures you have taken, and the reaſons aſ-. 


ſigned on the preſent occaſion, will afford a general | ſa- 
tisfa&tion. A man is unmoved, when no affliftion he 


meets 


* Epheſ, vi. 10. a et ub, 9. 12 Tim. it. 3. 
8 Job xxxvii. 1. 
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meets with turns * abide A. hope of the goſpel · , 
or from his reſolution to continue in the ſervice of his 
Loap. It may truly be ſaid, that man is not moved, 
who,, notwithſtanding his grief and” conflicts, under di- 
vers temptations, adheres to his profeſſion and cha 
The firmneſs: op ended implies alſo a continuance 
zeal, for bei is Hſome degree moved who abates of his 
* diligen nce : but the man who is reſolved ' to abide; cannot 
. he Will perform the duties of " his fun 
with a readineſs of mind,” yea, and look on his trials : as 
© nothing, compared with the accompliſhment « of his mi- 
" aiftry with Joy; be, will, like the apoſtle, make x 50 
? l een 
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| _ await the amel er of cusisr i in a future 45 
or at the coming of the Lok b. It lies between both, 
and is the ſatisfaction and pleaſ, ure he may expect on 
having finiſhed his courſe, when he is called to reſign | 
bis commiſſion and ſoul into the hands of the Redeem- 
er. However, in ſome inſtances, this; joy may 1 1 
ee by che circumſtances which attend his depar- 

ture, he that fulfils the miniſtry he has received x may, 
and for the moſt" part doth partake of it; a proſpect of 

which is much to be deſired, for you ſee it ĩs of a quickening 
Uagare, =o therefore r es itſelf to every ſen- 
ſible 


Coloſ. i, 23. 571 44 er 


451. 


able mind. And, in a word, I ſtands ii in a near and in. * 
| fallible connexion n with the) Joys of the heavenly wa of 
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Ae are you ii dear Sir, what: required to 


this delightful fruition in the end of Your face ?— give 
me leave to aſſiſt you, and cloſe my. addrefs. "No doubt 
it is efſential, that you have a good hope, through grace, 
of your own intereſt in CHRISr, and of obtaining the 
ſalvation you have publiſhed to others. This we find : 
was the caſe with the apoſtle, © I know, ſays be, 
« hom I' have truſted, and am perſuaded that he is 
« able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
«« againſt that day *.” There can be no rational j joy in 
the heart of a dying finner, without a proſpect of remiſ- 
fion, and fe everlaſting, which are alone to be obtained 
in the Lok b Jzsus CurisT, What, though a man has 
been ever ſo ſucceſsful in preaching the goſpel, though 
he may have been an inſtrument of ſaving a multitude ; ; 
may not the alarming quzre of our Loxb be ap- 
plied in this caſe? What ſhall it profit a man, if he 
e ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul + oy, 
The ſalvation of others by me, howeyer an occaſion of 
triumph and praiſe, cannot poſſeſs me with joy in the 
| views of eternity, without hope of being faved myſelf 
in the day of the Lok ö. Again, this j Joy requires that 
the ſubje& is perſuaded, that he has run the courſe 
his maſter raked * no man is crowned except he 
« ftrive lawfully t;“ a ſatisfaction in reſpe& of his call 


to the miniſtry, and that he has not intruded, or will- 


ingly 
1 2 Tim. ii. 5. 


* 2 Tim, i. 12. 3 Mat. xvi. 26. 


Jogly run ont of thelines 1 eee 
likewiſe the teſtimony of his. conſcience i in regard of fin- 
envy and 8 nag in bis office. © e 5 


= i 


him, being carried on and finiſhed Ds his deceaſe, 
and his, own immediate admiſſion into "8 preſence of 
A . "I 


"I hope of a ior, 27 4 dear habe x pray ee 
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A and mind, that you may have © e, 
prudence; 3 for a timorous, narrow, and Me ; * | i . 
capable of the duties incumbent upon you! n 
be ſtudious; ; read daily your. bible; 3 peruſe. hum | 
thors with candour and caution; weigh them m par 

ly, and with care, in the balance of truth; and fail not 
to'bring your own compoſitions and conduct to the ſ; ame 
divine ſtandard, that your performances may, appear to 
be wrought, f in Gop *. Remember alſo, that miniſters 
themſelves, however advanced, may profit by the preach- 
ing of others, and ſtand in need of hearing | the word of 
the Lond. The known or unexpected. calls of your 
ſtation may prevent your enjoying many ſeaſons, you, 
3 would otherwiſe have gladly embraced ; and it is one 
3 diſadvantage of being. em ployed i in a public character, 
that it very much deprives a miniſter of that choice 
and ſingular means of edification.. It is therefore ſtrange. 
and a a ſtumbling, when thoſe who lie i in the way of hoſe 
precious 


* 


. , John ii. 21. 


5 [ 49 | 
precious opportunities, are rarely ſeen to attend them. 

The word is preached, for the compleating the myſtical 

body of CurrsT®* j and no member of that body, while 

in a ſlate of imperfection, is incapable of receiving ad- 
vantage thereby: ſo that if any man conceits that he is 

above it, be chinks more highly of himſelf chan be- 
comes” him. Be conſtant in your place; but, at the 
time, remember that your affiſtance may be re- 
Elſewhere : and ſuch is our mutpal dependance, 
that it is no leſs 7mprudent than unkind” to with-hold it, 

. when needful. Conſider, Sir, that ſpecial relation ina par- 
ticular chureh very well conſiſts with a tank and affectio- 

nate communion with neighbouring churches and miniſ- 

ters: : nay, without this, in every place, the viſible intereſt 

plow will decline, and Satan get an advantage. 

Therefore cultivate the good diſpoſition,” we have with 
-pleaſure heard you expreſs, to be friendly with every ſer- 
vant of Car1sT; and, to the utmbft of your power, pro- | 
mote a generous concern for the welfare of Zion univer- 
ſally. To be unſociable is to be void of humanity, and a 
private ſpirit is the bane of brotherly love: it lays a foun- 
dation for endleſs jealouſy and diſcord, and is deſtructive 
of that cordial union, without which * nominal 
and formal connexion is vain. 


Theſe a8 my brother, 1 preſume you will not find 
= : and I ſhall take leave to add, that there 
are fingular reaſons for your caution and diligence. It is 
no reflexion to obſerve that, at preſent, you can be but 

7 G | little 
* Epheſ, iv, 12, 


1 


L ! 

little acquainted with the ſnares which ſurround you i in 
go opulent, buſy, ' and populous city: therefore, 
_ «© watch thou in all things.” You are alſo received 
with peculiar teſtimonials of a commendable affiduity in 
improving your talent; ſo that your own- character re- 
quires the utmoſt application, that your profiting may 
appear to all, And I cannot paſs by another ſtrong mo- 
tive, which is this; the advantage of that ſituation in 
which you are placed. Allow me to remind you, that 
the flock, now under your care, remarkably flouriſhed 
in the day of their two former paſtors. You are not 
called to plant the vine of the goſpel in a barren wil- 
derneſs, or uncultivated ſoil; the Loa p hath ſent you 
into a fruitful vineyard : and may I not adopt his words 
and ſay? *«* Other men have laboured, but you have 
« entered into their labours *.” It is the pleaſure of 

our Sovereign that you ſhould partake of that whereon 
you have beſtowed no labour; a popular congregation," 

and a church comparatively large, with many waiting 
do join her, the ſeals of his miniſtry lately taken to glo- 
ry, are peculiar and high obligations upon you. May 
you long continue in the work of the Lozp, with a 
growing ability and ſucceſs! and, when advanced to 
this honour, be cloathed with humility ; for an impe- 
rious ſelf- exalting ſpirit, on ſuperior attainments, is 
unworthy and baleful. However, though I earneſtly 
wiſh your abundant increaſe, I have no authority to ſay, 
that it ſhall be equal to that of your immediate predeceſ- 
ſors ; but, if the barveft ſhould not be ſo great, pro- 
vided 

Jobs ir. 37, 38. 


1 


vided the labourer approves himſelf active and faithful, 


he ſhall nevertheleſs be glorious in the eyes of his maſter. 


* 


Ax D now, dear Sir, need 1 intreat you tocopy the exam- 
ple of this excellent ambaſſador of CHxIs H Let a joyful 


completion of the miniſtry you have received be the ſcope 

of your life. In this proſpe& let no trial move you from 
continuing, with zeal, in the work of the Loxp: as 
vou have this day engaged with a diſintereſted view to 
his glory, perſevere to the end, agreeable to the charge 
of the apoſtle mentioned in the beginning of my ad- 
dreſs, in whoſe words I conclude: Feed the flock of 
« Gop, as much as in you is, taking the overſight 
<< thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for 
« filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being 
Lords over Gop's heritage, but being enſamples to 
*© the flock: and when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
« ye ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
„ away . 3 


1 Peter v. 2, 3, 4. 
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O explain and enforce the duties a people owe to 
their miniſter, is the ſervice which you, my friends 

of this church, have requeſted of me. It is, I am ſen- 
ible, a ſervice attended with no ſmall difficulty; as 


ſome kind of partiality may be ſuppoſed to mingle it- 


ſelf with addreſſes uſual on theſe occaſions. Labouring, 
however, to diveſt myſelf of all undue prejudices in 
favor of the office I ſuſtain, and preſuming on your 


"candor and n I * without wy further apo- 
logy proceed. 


Tux intereſt of religion, and of conſequence the wel- 


fare not only of individuals but of ſociety in general, 
is the profeſſed object of the chriſtian miniſtry. And 
as it is by this truly noble and important end I 
would be guided, in proſecuting the ſubje& before me; 
it may not be improper to accommodate the words of 


the ſacred hiſtorian to out FO purpoſe, which are 
recorded in 


2 Chron. 
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2 Chron. XXX. 22. Anp HezEKian SPAKE COMFORT». 


ABLY_UNTO ALL. THE LEVITES THAT. TAVGHTTHE | 
GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF THE | LonD—— mT 


— 


* 


I uzan 0 by this accommodation to any fats "Fo 
particular compariſon of the Jewiſh with the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation; mych leſs. to draw, any abſurd inference | 
from thence in favor of what has been called, arrogant- 
ly by ſome and as contemptuouſly by others, the prieſt- 
What I mean, is to take occaſion from 
the pious zeal which Hezekiah and other good men in 
thoſe days expreſſed for the intereſt « of religion, to ani- 
mate you, my friends, to ſuch a chearful and hearty ' 
concurrence with your miniſter in the diſcharge o of his 
office, as may — tend, * the n of bos. 


hood. No. 


* „ +< 


19 event. to to which the text refers makes no incon- 
fiderable figure, i in the hiſtory. of the kings of Judah. 
| Ahaz, the immediate predeceſſor of Hezekiah, was a 
profane and wicked prince. He forſook Go b. dif- 
graced his worſhip, eſtabliſhed idolatry by law, and 
introduced among his people the vileſt practioes of the 
80 that when Henekiah e to the 


heathen nations. 


 ” VT 


diſorder, and very juſtly oy the. * tremen- 
dous conſequences. His heart, however, being right 
with God, he immediately ſets about a reformation. 
The firſt thing he does, is to open the doors of the houſe 
of the Loxo,. to remove thence the abominations which 


2 


Ahaz 


LT 

Aha had brought into it, and to reſtore the worſhip 
of -Gop/ to its original fate.” This done, he goes up 
thither with the princes and the rulers of the tity, and 
there offers ſolemn ſacrifice to make atonement for all 
Iſrael; which is followed with a prodigious/number of 
burat-offerings from the whole congregation. Upon 
this oceaſion it is remarked, that the Levites were more 
forward in the ſervice of Gop than the prieſts: ſo that 

theſe not having all ſanctified themſelves ſo early as 
they ſhould have done, the others were obliged to help 
their brethren the prieſts, till the work was ended. 
There might, in point of form, be ſome irregularity in 
this; but the neceſſity of the caſe was a ſufficient excuſe. 
And indeed the zeal which the Levites thus expreſſed 
for the true religion, reflected no ſmall honor on. their 
character.—80 was this firſt fervice cloſed, and ſo was 

the temple, which had been defiled and proftituted to 
idolatry, again dedicated to the worſhip: of the livirig 
Gon. Nor was the pleaſure ſmall which the king and 
the people felt on this occafion ; for the matter was of 
Gop who had prepared _ FN I 
e neee 


728 


e next ing good Herekiah refolvgs upon, „ ws | 
ren the ſeaſt of paſſover. And in order to make 
it the more general and ſolemn, he not only ifſues a 
proclamation requiring his own ſubjects to attend; but 
he ſends letters to Ephraim and Manaſleh, inviting all 
the people of al e ans up i Jeruſalem on an 
he 2 Chron. xxix, 36. 

| ech 


L 1 
occafion. It was a ſervice to which they were all ob- 
liged by the law of Moſes; though alas! it had been 
neglected for a long time. But, notwithſtanding the 
pious expoſtulations and earneſt intreaties of Hezekiabh 
and his princes, great numbers of the Iſraelites treated 
the meſſage with contempt. Some however of the ten 
tribes, and all the people of Judah, were obedient to 
the king's command. And being aſſembled at Jeruſa- 
lem, a very great congregation, they firſt removed the 
Adolatrous altars which had been ſet up in the city; and 
then kept the feaſt with a ſolemnity that had not been 
| known fince the time of Solomon. Now upon this 
occaſion, the text tells us, Hezektiah ſpake comfortably um- 
to all the Levites that taught the good W the 
Lord. rity [i bon Wl ; 1 


Tus ene wie ſpeaking, 1 were all on Who 
deſcended from Levi, prieſts as well as others. But the 
character is moſt commonly applied in ſeripture to one 
part of that tribe only, by way of diſtinction from the 
prieſthood. The prieſts were of a ſuperior, and the 
Levites of an inferior order. The buſineſs of the for- 
mer was to ſacrifice, and to perform the more ſolemn 
and ſacred parts of public worſhip ; and of the latter 
to afliſt the prieſts in their office, and to take care of 
the temple, and of the furniture and treaſure that be- 
[longed to it. Now the Levites were the perſons for 
whom Hezekiah expreſſed a ſpecial regard on this occa- 
fion ; not out of any indifference to the prieſthood, but 
' becauſe theſe, as we have ſeen, were more forward to 


1 5 1 


Ade of Gov than the others. He paid a due 
reſpe& to the miniſters of the temple according to the 


rank they held there, and out of regard to the divine 
appointment : but his reſpects were chiefly influenced 
and guided by the zeal faithfulneſs and diligence, with 
| * each c one AY the duties of his ow 


N important d of their FN: is W 
mentioned, as a ground of his eſteem and affection for 
theſe Levites. They taught the good knowledge of the 
Lord—the knowledge of . the one living and true Goo, 


and of his will as revealed by Moſes and the prophets— 
all the great doctrines and duties of religion, ſo far as 


they were diſcoverable under that dark and imperfe& 


diſpenſation. A knowledge this of all others moſt ex- 


cellent and uſeful: adapted to enlighten the eyes, convert 


the ſoul, and rejoice the heart * ; to make men wiſer | 
better and happier. And a knowledge which they ſtood 


in the greater need of being inſtructed in, as ſo much 
ignorance ſuperſtition and idolatry had lately prevailed 
among them. This was the proper buſineſs of the prieſts 
and Levites. They were qualifed for it, and appointed 


to it, Moſes had ſolemnly enjoined this duty upon 


them, and had mentioned it at his death, among the 
| honors and privileges peculiar to that tribe. They ſhall 
teach Jacob thy judgments, and 1frael thy law +. And 
however they might many of them have neglected their 
duty in times paſt, it ſeems they now very generally 


| 8 Pf. xix. 77 8. | t Deut, xxxiii, 10. 
5 betook 
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betook themſelves ir with re aber ange 
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enden ene Hezekiab, i in his ee, ate | 
and his tender concern for the welfare of. his people, 
Jpate comfortably to the Levites. He eſteemed them very 
highly in love for their work's ſake. He did them that 
honor to which their office, and their care to fulfil the 
duties of 'it, juſtly intitled them. Knowing the difli- 
eulties they had to contend with, he pitied com- 
- forted and encouraged them. He ſpake 10 their 
heart *—yſed his utmoſt endeavours to chear revive 
quicken and animate them. My /on, ſays he with the. | 
greateſt: tenderneſs and familiarity, be not now negligent : 
for the Lord bath choſen you to fland before him, to ſerve 
him +. It is your peculiar honor to be the ſervants 
« of the living Gop, and to minifter to him in his 
i temple. Be not you therefore remiſs in your duty, 
„ but be faithful to him who has. appointed you, as 
„ alſo Moſes was faithful in all his houſe.” Nor did 
he content himſelf with ſpeaking thus kindly to them. 
He gave them all the countenance ſupport and aſſiſtance 
in their work they could reaſonably deſire. He him- 
ſelf, his princes, and his houſehold, attended their 
preaching and their other miniſtrations - attended them 
with ſeriouſneſs chearfulneſs and conſtancy. He com- 
mended their diligence, and by ſpeaking well of them, 
of their office, and of their labors for the public good, 


p + Chap, mix. 2. 
he 


1 
he conciliated the minds of che people in general to the 
obſervance of religious worſhip, Nay what was mom 
than this, and what afforded the greateſt comfort and 
encouragement to the pious Levites, was, the honor 
which his temper and example reflected upon thoſe in- 
ſtructions, he from time to time received in common 
with others in the houſe of Goy. To all which T might 
add, that Hezekiah farther expreſſed his regard for 
theſe miniſters of religion, by taking care to ſecure to 
them ſuch maintenance and ſupport, as God in his in- 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs had appointed. "He com- 
manded the people that dwelt in Feruſalem io give the pore 
tion of the priaſis and the Levites, that they might be in» 
couraged in the law of the Lord. To which command, 
we are afterwards told, 8 8 8 e AY 
er W ee e 
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Tuvus have we ſeen the meaſutes which Menckiah 
took for the aſſiſtance and encouragement of the-Levites 
in the diſcharge of their office; and what were the truly 
noble conſiderations, by which he was influenced in 
exerting himſelf on their behalf. He did not act mere- 
1y from a principle of humanity, or even equity, but 
ſrom a real concern alſo for the honor of Gov, and 
for the welfare of his people. And thus have we ſeen 
how readily the people concurred with him in theſe 
meaſures, for the reſtoration of the true —— to 10 
ſtate it had been in, in former times. 
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Aud now from hence I am naturally led to what is the 

principal object of this diſcourſe. We indeed are under 
a very different diſpenſation of religion from that of the 
Jews. The pomp and ceremony which attended their 
worſhip is entirely laid aſide, the end of thoſe inſtitu- 
tions having been fully anſwered; and Gov, is now to 
be worſhipped aſter a plain ſimple and ſpiritual manner. 
Vet as religion itſelf is the ſame it was then, we are 
under the ſame obligations to regard the external means 
of it as the Jews were, though theſe means are of 
quite another kind. If therefore we are to meet toge- 
ther at ſtated ſeaſons for prayer and praiſe, inſtruction 
and reproof, and the celebration of baptiſm and the 
| Lord's ſupper; if to theſe purpoſes we are to chuſe 
perſons properly qualified to teach us the good know- 
ledge of the Lox p, and to adminiſter to us holy ordi- 
nances; and if a company of faithful people thus aſ- 
ſembled, however ſmall their number, is a church of 

CarisT, and eſtabliſhed by divine appointment :— 
then it is unqueſtionably the duty of ſuch a people, 
after the example of Hezekiah and the pious Jews, to 
do the utmoſt that lies in their power to ſupport aſſiſt 
and encourage their miniſters, in the due diſcharge of 
their office. The duty is as binding in the latter in- 
ſtance as in the former. The ends are the ſame, the 
honor of Gop and the ſpread of religion; and the 
means, though different, are inſtituted by the ſame au- 
thority. Wherefore «xy obligations to ſhew a proper 
regard to thoſe who are to take the lead in the worſhip 
of Gov, are the ſame, preciſely the ſame, as were 
hairs. Bur 


1 63 1 
Bur detaching myſelf from this comparative view of 
the nauer, nm 3 7 


oi Tus ground of that regard which 3 uo om. a a 


people peeled air 
1. Tas feral ways in which + i ould erg u. 
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. Sn additional motives, * * thoſe oY 
ariſe out of the . wann 
do it. 


I. As to the grounds of the ſeveral duties I have to 
recommend, theſe are proper to be laid down firſt, as 
the right underſtanding them will the better enable me 
to point out the duties themſelves. Now here are to be 
conſidered the claims they have upon us—in common 
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with others, as men and Chriſtians—in virtue of their [ | 
character and office, as miniſters of CHRIS rand in nw 
conſequence of the proper and fairkful GI of 1 | 
duty. | 


1. Tuzy have a claim upon us as men and Chriſ. 
tians, in common with others. Their public character 


does by no means vacate or annul their . or ciril 
1 | 
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Thank I mention with a view to hind againſt two 
miſtakes, which though very abſurd are, I am ſorry to 
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thy it, bot uncommon. /. The one is that of refufing 
them ſuch a decent regard, as is their due; pon conſides 
rations of a natural and civil kind. And the other is 
| that of paying tein an extravagant and | ſuperflitious 
ſort of reſpect, as if they were of rang ſupetior to 
that of their fellow - creatures and fellow Chriſtians. The 


ſatmer is the miſtake of thoſe who have but flight, if 
not contemptuous, notions of religion. And the latter 


theirs, who though they may have great zeal for reli- 
gion, yet have little or no knowledge or prudence. min- 
gled with chat zeal. And they arg each of them highly 
enable and injurious. . 00 


5 miriſters havie the ſame ſenſe honeſty and piety as 
others, they may on theſe conſiderations juſtly challenge 
the ſame eſteem attention and affection as others. Nor 
is there any reaſon why their perſonal merit {(I-fpeak in 


regard of men not of Oos) ſhould laber any diminu- 
tion from their public and relative character. And on 


the other hand; if they are men ſubject to the like paſ- 
moſt certainly are, this conſideration ought to haue its 


due effect, to check and reſtrain thoſe violent and en- 


chuſiaſtic regards, :which ſome weak and fooliſi perſons 
are apt to expreſs towards them. For however their 
Ration and uſefulneſs would induce a good man to put 
the moſt charitable conſtruction upon their defects and 
failings; yet a total inattention to them, when it pro- 
duces ſuch prejudices in their favor as were juſt menti- 
ened, is on many accounts very unreaſonable and dan- 


gerous. 
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us. Whilſt we treat them as — 
8 in a diſpoſition to place an'tmplicit and ſo 
a very hurtful confidence in them; and by feeding their 
pride and vanity we greatly injure them and obttruct 


their uſefulneſs. | And after a while, when we come to 


diſcover their miſtakes and imperfections, it is much 
but our over-weening affection for them as haſtily ſub- 
ſides, as it was before 9 * W 


80 1 Wie ee Ane dn Chriſ- 
_ tians in common with others, that is, the duly” 'eſtimat- 
ing their natural and religious qualifications, and their 
paſſions weakneſſes and prejudices, is a matter of no 
ſmall importance in order to the regulation of our re- 
Sande nn them. There is no wiſe and faithful mi- 

perſuaded, but would on the one hand be 
glad to be thought! a. ſenſible, honeſt and good man; 
and would on the other from his heart deſpiſe that ig- 
norant kind of reſpect, which is offered to ſuppoſed in- 
fallibility and perfection. Even the apoſtles themſelves, 
though they were willing to ſuffer reproach and perſecu- 
tion for the ſake of religion, on every proper occaſion, 
boldly aſſerted their rights as men and Chriſtians. And 
on the contrary, though they were inſpired of God and 
. endowed with a power of working miracles,. they were on 
no occaſion backward to acknowledge, that they were 
men of like paſſions with others a, and that it was in carthen 
; rvgfſels Gop had put the treaſure of his goſpel, that 
ws: a 0 EY E 
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them „The next thing to be confidexed. as a far, 
et of the daes Ho n 2 them, is, 


E 557 * 8 


* Taz d han | ge as mini 
This is.2 matter of no 0 ſmall conſequence,1o, be rightly 
underſtood, becauſe of the coptempt wath;.which it is 
treated by ſome, and becauſe of the extravagant wk 10 
pexſtitious veneration that is paid to it by athers. 


Tux office then is not of political invention, no nor 


an ĩinſtitution merely of wiſe and good men; but it is, I 


will be bold to affirm, of divine appointment. This 
I think every one who believes his bible muſt acknow- 
ledge. For the commiſſion. our Lok D gave to che firſt F 
miniſters of the goſpel to go teach all nations, to admi- 
niſter the ordinances, to them that ſnould believe and be 
converted, and to inſtruct them in whatever he had 
commanded; this commiſſion was to extend to the maſt 
diſtant ages, as clearly appears from the promiſe an- 
nexed, that he avould be with them alway even to the end 
of the world t. And the apoſtle tells us, our Lok D has 
appointed miniſters in his church h the edifying. of 1he 
(body of Chrift, till it ſhould come to a'gerfelt man, unto the 
meaſure of the flature of the fullneſs of Chrift t. Such 
miniſters (who are deſcribed as evangeliſts or teachers, 
and as biſhops or paſtors) were fixed. in the churches 
Hong were n 3 eſtabliſned: aas 6—— | 
. 4 Þ ef 41 0 rg 
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U office of a biſhop, or overſeer, and what are the 
duties of ſuch office? And here we are to be guided by 
ſcripture, and by the reaſon and the nature of the thingi 
It is not every one who aſſumes that venerable charaRer; 
or who has it given him by others, that is really intitled 
to it. He muſt be properly qualified for i he muſt be 
regularly called to n bs . de 1 inveſted 
with it. | 


As to . qualifications of a Chriſtian biſhop ; they 
are not only clearly laid down in ſcripture,” but they 
are ſuch as approve themſelves to every one's under- 
ſtanding and reaſon, He ought to have a fair character, 
fo be a good man, and a real believer in CnRIST. He 
ought to have a competent knowledge in divine thingsz 
and an aptneſs tocommunicate that knowledge to others: 
And he ought to be influenced in taking upon him this 
facred office, not by ſecular motives, but by a ſincere dea 
fire to glorify Gov, and to do good to the ſouls of 
men. Now all | theſe qualifications are from Gob. 
Wherefore he who is of an immoral life, or is governed | 
by miſter and worldly views, be his pretences what 
they may, has no right to the charaQer of a miniſter of 
Cnr1sT, ox to be acknowledged as ſuch by others. 
Nor is there a ſober, thoughtful man, who reflects that 
the gifts of inſpiration and of miracles are now ceaſed, 


12 but 
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but will I think readily admit, that every kind of knows 
ledge which is to be obtained by ſtudy, reading, ſelf 


acq Uaintagee, and converſation, eſpecially that which 
qualifies a perſon to explain the ſcriptures, to defend its 


doctrines, to recommend its duties, and to addreſs the 


hearts and conſciences of men, is of great importance 
to a miniſter. So that they who hold ſuch advantages 
as theſe in contempt, know not what they e 
whereof Op affirm. Again, 


He is id be a called- to the office. - As to. the 
admiſſion of a perſon into the miniſtry, ſcripture is not 
ſo particular upon that matter as upon others. Yet 
we are not without a rule—a rule which common ſenſe 
teaches, and which, though the New Teſtament may 


not have expreſſed in. ſo many words, naturally enough 


follows from other matters clearly laid down there. Every. 
Chriſtian community has a right to reſtrain its mem- 
bers from a diſorderly behaviour. That of perſons tak- 
ing upon them of their own heads to be teachers of 
others, is a ſcandalous and notorious breach of decency 
and order. Wherefore it properly falls under the cog- 
nizance of the particular church to which ſuch perſons 
belong. And if any fficulty ariſes in judging of any 
one's talents for publF uſefulneſs ; as it ought to be 
the ſubje& of mature onſideration, accompanied with 
prayer, ſo prudence and a concern for the honor of re- 
ligion will naturally induce a ſociety of ſerious Chriſ- 
tians to call in the aid of thoſe, who may be capable of 
adviſing in ſo weighty an affair. And if this method 

were 


© 
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were duly + to, in the fear of Gab, it would 
prevent a great deal of that reproach, which the 

ceit and ignorance of ſome forward perſons, to . 
worſe, has brought upon the intereſt of CHAIs T- Zut 
as to the oſſice of a paſtor or biſhop of a particular 
church, it is the clear and indubitable right of the peo- 
ple, upon the ſoundeſt principles both of reaſon and re- 
ligion, to judge and a for n. * that 
matter . | | 4, 


AnD then as to his inveſtiture with that office, or his 
ordination to it; the Form you have now ſcen obſerved, 
and have heard explained, appears to me to have been 
the original practice: and there are manifeſt advantages 
attending ſuch a ſolemnity as this, which I forbear to 
enumerate, as the ſuhject would lead me too far from 
the main intent of this diſcourſe. 3 


Ax p now the character and office of a miniſter hav- 
ing been thus delineated from the word of Gop, I have 
neither time, nor is there neceſſity for me, particularly 
to deſeribe the ſeveral duties of it. Vou have already heard 
them very largely explained, and very affe ctionately re- 
commended. He is to teach the good knowledge of 
the Lord, to adminiſter - ordinances, to preſide in the 
affairs of the church, and to labour according to his 
abilities to promote the ſpiritual and everlaſting intereſts 
of thoſe committed to his care. | 


Is. : 


7 1 

Ir then this office is of divine appointment, if Gop of 
His grace qualiſies men for it, and calls them to it, and 
if the duties of it are traly honourable, arduous and 
important; there is certainly ſome regard due to it—a 
regard not founded in whim or imagination, no nor 
merely in the extravagant! claims of men of vain and 
aſſuming tempers; but in reaſon,” in religion; in the 
plain dictates of God's holy word; I have therefore 
only to obſerve (and which will correct what has been 
ſaid, if I have at all exprefied —_ too deu on 
theſe nee * 
8 * ae | f * * 

3. Tnar it is a regard due only to ſuch, whoſe cons 
cern it is _— to en the mn of their 
office. e i 
A > none $83 £2 r 4 1 
Ir is not an office inſtituted for the ſupport or emolus 
ment of a particular order of men, or for the gratifica- 
tion of any paſſion of theirs for honor or applauſe. The 
reverſe appears upon the very face of it. It is the wiſe 
and gfacious appointment of heaven for purpoſes of the 
greateſt utility and importance; for the reſcuing the im- 
mortabſculs of men from the moſt tremendous miſeries 
both in chis life and that which is to come, and for the 
training them up for the participation of the nobleſt and 
moſt ſubſtantial honors and enjoyments. © If therefore 
he whd calls himſelf a miniſter of CuxIs r loſes ſight of 
theſe great objects, neglects the painful labors of ſtudy 
and reading, indulges himſelf in eaſe ſloth and pride, 
waſtes his time about ſecular purſuits and amuſements, 


or 
; 


Co 3 
ar in idle and fruitleſs uiſits; if he wantonly buſies him- 

ſelf in other men's concerns, and if, inſtead of ſetting 
an example of gravity meekneſs patience temperance and 
charity, he diſgraces his character by mean and baſe come 
pliances, and a vain, earnal, ſelf-intereſted temper; if he 
thus puts off the very appearance of a miniſter of the 


meek and lowly Jssus, and aſſumes that of a man of 


the world :—it is not to be wondered that he loſes the 
eſteem regard and affection of thoſe around him. But 
if the contrary is the caſe, he may challenge the love, I 
will add, the veneration of his people, and of all good 
men. Or if he does not challenge it, which indeed he 
hardly will, it is his due. And ſo I am led 

II. To point out the ſeveral ways in which the re- 
gard that is 1 c of * n 
to We 5 


Tus coach Wn * the having a 2ead, 1 8 
vailing affection for them; an affection ſpringing not 
merely from natural or civil conſiderations, but from 
principles of à more noble, refined and exalted na- 
ture, even thoſe of religion; an-affecion foꝶggled in 
the goſpel of CHRIST, and cheriſhed and improved by 
the mighty effect of it on our hearts through the grace 
of Gop;—The loving them as believing them to he men 
who truly fear Gop, to be ſuch whom he has appointed 
to ſhew us the way of ſalvation, and who, amidſt all 
their infirmities, ſincerely aim at ſerving our moſt eſſen- 
tial and important intereſts. If wg thus love them, we 
5 ſhall 


t 1 


mall 3 them ſuch proof of our love, 
as will directly tend to aſſiſt and animate them in their 
work; which ſhould ever be the grand end and the 
fection I doubt not prevails in your breaſts, 

my — towards my brother whom you have this 
day called to be your miniſter and elder. Bear with 

me therefore, while I lay before you thoſe natural and 
ſcriptural expreſſions of it, which he may reaſonably 
expect, and which I make no queſtion he will chear- 
fully and gratefully acknowledge. They are ſuch as 
* his perſon—his * his wiailradon- 
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1. As to 5 his perſon 

Is e let it be 3 to make him as happy 
as you poſlibly can.—To this end be acquainted: with 
him. Know them, ſays the apoſtle, which labour among 

vou, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſs you *. 
Neither your nor his concerns will allow you to be con- 
tinually in each others company. Vet a friendly inter- 
- courſe; at proper ſeaſons, ſhould be ſought and cultivated: 
and ge on your part may occaſion ſhyneſs on his. 
—Carfy it decently and reſpectfully towards him. 
'Rudeneſs and incivility, under the pretence of plain- 
neſs and honeſty, is very nearly as inexcuſable; as adu- 
lation and flattery, under the maſk of good - nature and 
friendihip. The elder who rules well, and wvho labours 
1 the word and dbctrine, ſhould be counted worthy n 

1 Theſl,y, 12, 13. 

bonor ; 


WW 
Honor; and ſuch ſhould. be held in reputation T. Be 
therefore courteous and obliging in your carriage to- 
wards him.—Nor let a concern to-ſhew reſpe& preclude. 


freedom and familiarity. The greateſt- frankneſs and 


_ openneſs ought to ſubſiſt among friends. And ſurely 
you ſhould conſider your miniſter as your friend. I mean 


not that you are. to lay open your worldly affairs 


to him. The leſs he knows of them the better. He 


has other things to mind. In matters of religion how- 


ever he is intitled to a greater freedom of inquiry than 


others. Submit yourſelves to them, for they watch; fon your 


| fouls t. Nor do I even here mean ſuch a baſe ſub- 
miſſion as is practiſed in the church of Rome, and 


which has been fruitful of innumerable miſchiefs ; but 
only a chearful readineſs on your part to conſult him 
in a friendly manner on your beſt intereſts, . I ſpeak 


of particular and extraordinary difficulties; for his work 
would be endleſs, were every individual to expect a ſo- 
lution of queſtions in private, which may be ſatisfacto- 
rily determined by an attendance on the public means 
of religion. But the familiarity I mean here to recom- 
mend, is ſuch a free and open carriage, as may tend to 
ſecure his eſteem. and confidence, and ſo to e his 


comfort and happineſs. By your very countenance geſ- 


ture and manner expreſs the cordial affection you feel 
for him. Speak comfortably to him, as Hezekiah did 


to the Levites. Bid him welcome to your houſes, and 


think yourſelves happy in his company.—Conſult his 
temper, and make all proper allowances for his fail- 
| 6˙w 5 ings, 
2 a Tim. v. 17. Phil. f. 29. 1 Ueb. xl. 17. 
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ings. undder the variety: and 3 of his ck 
and conſtrue not every omiſſion of reſpect or duty into 
a want of real affection and regard. When faithfulneſs 


 6Bliges yoh to remind him of Tome miſtake-or neglect, 


do it with prudence and gentleneſs. Avoid every thing, 


both us individuals and as a church; which may tend 


to grieve and diſtreſs him, to perplex his mind or break 


his ſpirits. Many occaſions of ſorrow and trouble in 
the uſual courſe” of things will ariſe, in which he muſt 


neceſſarily have a principal-ſhare: make him not there- 
fore a party in every diſpute, nor let him be privy to 


every private offence or perſonal altercation . And now 


I ſpeak of affliction, let me intreat you to ſympathize 
with him in his ſorrows, be they what they may. He 

who exhorted the Galatians 'to bear one anothers burdens , 
did not mean to exclude their miniſters from the 3 
of his tender admonition. No. They perhaps of all 
others need it moſt, Is he therefore oppreſſed with 


grief? pity him, viſit him, coun him, comfort him. 


Do that kind office by him in private, 'which he is from 
week to week attempting towards you in public. The 
kinds will be returned, it will be amply rewarded.— 
In a word, as a farther expreſſion of your love, and 
your concern for his happineſs, provide him an honour- 
able maintenance; fuch an one as will free him from 
' anxious cares, and not only ſet him above tlie frowns 
"of the world, but enable him 'to gratify the chatitable 
' diſpoſition of his heart. The reafonableneſs and equity 


of this, where there is ability, and the expreſs injunc- 


tions 


| Gal. vi. 2. 
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tions of ſcripture ® upon the * you well under- 
Kind. And indeed ſuch has been your forwardneſs 
herein, in times paſt, that it would ſeem ſtrange to 
moſt who hear me, were I any farther. 3 | 
e 3 l 0 * owe, 


IF: o his re 5 wy aback 1 mean his reputation 
for — piety, and miniſterial abilities, 0 20206 


= kw his moral character, the maintenance of it is 
bk che laſt importance to bis uſefulneſs. For to what 
- purpoſe «does a man take upon him to inſtru others in 
matters of religion, who is deſtitute of a principle of 
honeſty, and leads a looſe and profligate life? But it is 

not the thing itſelf T here mean. That depends on His | 
"own care and attention; and for any failure therein he 
alone is anſwerable both to Gov and man. But what 
. mean is his reputation for virtue and ſobriety. That 
may ſuffer, notwithſtanding the utmoſt caution and cir- 
4 cumſpedion on his part, through the malice of wicked 
men, and the imprudence and folly of his own friends. 
It is therefore your indiſpenſable duty to aſſert maintain 
and defend his character to the utmoſ}of * b/ r power. 
Teal in this caſe is a debt you owe to youre elves, as 
well as to him. Take heed then how you admit even 

2 ſuſpicion in your breaſts of any thing diſhonourable 
to him. And ſo far from countenancing any inſinua- 

i tions that have an Ut tendency, fatisfied of their untruth, 

| uſe your er Nr ere to iodieate — and ſup- 


* 1 Cor, ix. 414. 
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5554 hows The 2 was ſo. ſenfble af the * 
ance of this, that he charges the people not to receive an 
accuſation againſt an elder, but before taus or three wit- 
nefſes ®. And yet, if miniſters do really act unworthy 
of their character; to defend them is a crime inſtead of 


a virtue, an affront to religion inſtead of a recommend- 
ation of it, ein $464 18. 0/16-4v1 F 
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THERE are duties you owe alſo to his chararacter for 
i \ Mety, as well as morality. Religion is I know a per- 


| . ſonal thing, a matter which lies between Gop and. a 
7 man's own ſoul. . Yet: there are certain external expreſ- 
 fions of it which are fit and natural, and which can 


f | ſcarcely eſcape the obſervation of thoſe with whom we 
. converſe. Wherefore we ought all to watch againſt, the 
Charge of affectation and ſeverity on the one hand, and 
| of lightneſs and diſſipation on the other. But miniſters, 
| as they are in public ſtations and are under ſpecial obli- | 
1 e 
| gations to exert themſelves for the promoting religion; 
are more liable to miſapprehenſions and reflections of 
this ſort, than private chriſtians. Very becoming ex- 
preſſions of zeal on their part will, ſometimes be cen- 
ſured as the effect of preciſeneſs and ſingularity: and 
khen again à commendable chearfulneſs and affability 
will by ſome weak perſons be haſtily conſidered as an 
unhappy ſign of. a declenſion in religion. As therefore 
they ought to be careful that they give no juſt cauſe 
of offence to their, people; ſo their people ought to 
exerciſe great candor forbearance and tenderneſs in theſe 
matters 
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a moſt cordial and affectionate opinion of your miniſter 
as a real chriſtian, and as one who has your everlaſting 
_ Intereſts much at heart. . Do not miſinterpret any mea- 
ſures he may, purſue, with a profeſſed view to the pro- 
moting your good, as the effect of ill motives. or an un- 
: worthy principle. Even though his zeal were to get 
the better of his judgment, rather than i im properly check 
it, love him the better for it. And though his reproofs 
ſhould happen in ſome inſtances to be rather warm and 


ſevere, conſider them as the overflowings of an honeſt 


concern for your welfare, and not of peeviſhneſs or 
| "W-temper.—And on the other hand, let not his laud- 
able endeavors to improve in the knowledge of men 
and things, let not his proper relaxations from ſtudy 


and labor, no nor let every little circumſtance of decent 


- chearfulneſs and pleaſantry, be conſtrued into an in- 

difference to religion or to the duties of bis ſtation. 

Believe him to be a good man, and do him the juſtice 
to ſpeak of him, and commend him, and to honour him 

a8 ſuch.— And then again, 

As to his miniſterial abilities. "You 3 tried chem, 

you have approved them, and you have choſen him as 


one happily qualified to teach you the good knowledge | 


of the Lon p. It is of importance that you are con- 
- firmed in your opinion, of his gifts, nay that you are 
prejudiced in favpr of them. A bigotted and unmean- 
ing attachment to particular miniſters, eſpecially when 
it betrays a people i into injurious and diſreſpectful com- 
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pariſons, is a reflection both on ſuch a people's under- 


f flanding and ſeriouſneſs. This was what the apoſlle 
| condemned i in the Corinthians. Vet, if either Paul or 


Apollos or Cephas had been their ſtated miniſter, it 
would have been perhaps not only excuſeable but com- 
mendable in chem to have been for him rather than for 
others, that is, to have given the preference to his gifts 
above theirs. In this reſpe& therefore think well of him, 
ſpeale well of him. Be aflifting to his improvements in 
| Knowledge. Stir up the gift that is in him. And, by 


ſeaſonable commendations of him, contribute what in 
you lies towards his acceptableneſs, and of conſequence 


his uſefulneſs. —And this T am her ak to the — 
* which i is, 


G 5 
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3. Tus duty you owe to his 1 - 


* * let me obſerve in general, that that Which 


* I make no doubt is his grand object ſhould be yours alſo, 
and that you ſhould heartily concur with him in pro- 


moting it: I mean the ſupport defence and ſpread of 


the goſpel, the converſion and falvation of immortal 


ſouls, and the diffuſion of light purity and happineſs 
among all around you. Contend earneſtly therefore for 


the faith , which. was once delivered to the ſaints o, and 
provoke one another 70 lowe and good works +. Difter 


- utmoſt to maintain truth holineſs order and peace among 


| yourſelves; and ftriye which ſhall excel the other in 
meekneſs * charity nd all the fruits of real 
Plex. 

8 + Heb, x. 4. 
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piety. Theſe will be .the moſt Gbizariat proofs of 

your: regard to his miniſtrations, will afford him the 

moſt effectual ſupport and encouragement in the dif- 

charge of his work, and will reflect the greateſt bonor 
on ehe, But to be more particular 2 


Hz 8 is 70 reach the good —. 7 the Lord.” Be dil 
gent thereſore, faithful and regular 1 in your attendance 
on public worſhip. Let not every little trifling excuſe, 
either of weather or bodily indiſpoſition, keep you from 
the houſe of Gop. Go up thither early, at the hour 

of prayer. Take your children and your ſervants with 
you, and uſe your beſt endeavours to perſuade others to 
accompany you. Let your earneſt cries to heaven, 
both for your miniſter and yourſelves, precede and fol- 
low every returning exerciſe of religion. Join, not 
in the form only, but in the ſpirit of public prayer. 
Liſten attentively candidly and affectionately to what is 
ſaid to you. Receive the truth in the love of it. When 
any thing drops from the ſpeakep in a way of reproof, 
which is particularly applicable 'to your circumſtances, 
don't admit the invidious ſuſpicion that any perſonal 
reflection was intended. When you are not ſo eriter- 
tained and profited as you could wiſh, lay not all the 
blame on the preacher, but in charity to him, take a 
part of it upon yourſelyes. Make all proper allowance 
for the different kinds of ſubjects and occaſions of his 
diſcourſes, and for the different frames and tem pers f 
mind to which he is liable as well as you. Don't hear 
him as critics but as ehriſtians; not as thoſe who come 


1 


to be amuſed, but to be-ſaved. Regard not the neat- 
neſs or accuracy of his compoſitions; ; but the reaſoning 
ſpirit and intent of them. ' Treaſure up what you hear 
in your. memories.” Compare it with ſeripture, and 
give no farther credit to it, than as it is conformable to 
that grand ſtandard of truth; and if it be agreeable to it, 
reject it at your peril. Watch againſt the very per- 
nicious practice of mingling with vain and trifling 
company after the exerciſes of public devotion. And 
allow me to add, that a regular attention to the duties 
of the family, on the evening of the day devoted to divine 
ſervice, is a very important means of religion. —a means 
of religion that is J am afraid in general, on one pre- 
tence or other, very much neglected. Give earneſt heed 
to the things you hear, left at any time you let them flip * 
and be not lie thoſe who behold their faces in a glaſs, 457 
£0 away, and inſtantly forget what manner of perſons they 
are . Prayer, fervent prayer, I would : again 1 moſt ear- 
neſtly preſs upon you, as a lively and indeed a neceſſary 
expreſſion of your improvement in religion. And if 
that be duly practiſed, it need not be queſtioned that 
the happieſt effects of your attendance on public worſhi P 
will be ſeen the whole week afterwards. 


Bs perſuaded alſo to a ſerious regular and chearful 
participation of the Logp's ſupper. Do this in remem- 
brance of me t, ſays CyrisT. Reflect on your obliga- 
tions to the infinitely adorable Jesvs; and if you love 
him, you cannot eaſily ſatisfy yourſelves in the negle& 

| re in 
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cuſe of the want of due prephratĩon. That will beYuut --- 


own fault. See to it therefore that one neglect i is not 


made an excuſe for another. And then as to the of. 
fences of any WhO may partake with you, do your duty, 


and remember that you are not chargeable with hike i 
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"Gree me 13 alſo to ll you oft the 1 in- 


cumbent on you, in regard of the peace order purity 
and love, which ſhould ſubſiſt among you as a church 


of Cixisr. Do your utmoſt to difcountenance all vice 
and fin under the maſk of a chriſtian proſeſſion. Take 


every prudent, and at the ſame time vigorous, mea 
ſure to come at the truth in matters of public ſcan; 
dal. Let firmneſs be mingled with meekneſs, and impar- 
tiality wich charity. Stand by your minifter in the due 


diſcharge of his office, and concur heartily with him in 


every expedient propoſed for the honor of religion, and 
your mutual good as a chriſtian community. Be united 
among yourſelves.” Let all your things be done" with cha» 


rity . And futting away all bitterneſs, and wrath," a 


anger, and clamor, and evil Mating, with" all malice 


be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one an- 


ee even a. „0 for Chrifts . bath en, you 27855 


To 1 have only to add they great 8 
of ſocial prayer. Exerciſes of this ſort, properly con- 
ducted and well attended, will have a happy tendency, 
6b ifs 40 8190 Li, 2d. ano not 
1 Cor, xvi. 14. ＋ Eph, iv. 31, 32. 
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not only to promote the ſpirit of religion in general, bus 
„ ee eee e 
bis hands in his work.” LO) 15 At 


11. 


. thus 9 freedom laid before y e, * 

frients, your duty, give me leave, 1 
n 8 

| I. Br HE nw motives to —_— it. 


lend * 8 is e of * 8 
ee ee one divine principle or affection of the re- 
newed mind but 1 might with reaſon addreſs? The 
arguments I have to urge are various and numerous. 1 
ſhall, however, only touch upon them. Let me then 
ne Sirs, Ow Ry e emo. n ot 


25. Fron conſiderations of wong and ede. 
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happy, is what ſome poſſeſs, who yet enter not into the 
ſplrit of real religion. How great à reproach then would 
it be to the Chriſtian name, were thoſe who profeſs it to 
be defeQtive in this amiable temper, wherein rbey of all 
others ought to excel! Gop forbid ! that ſuch a charge 
ſhould ever lie againſt the diſciples of the meek, the 
compaſſionate, the friendly Is us. No. The grace of 
Gov, wherever it prevails, ſoftens the heart, meliorates 
| the affections, and melts the ſoul into tenderneſs and 
love. And if it be:fo; how can a ſociety compoſed of 
Chriſtian members be without bowels of kindneſs to- 

” 2 + 27 nz 24 Wards 


( fs 1 
wards their miniſter ? It cannot, Au gegeral idea of the 
nature and duties of this important office would, me- 


thinks, be ſufficient ta excite: the humane and;bengvo- 
lent feelings, of their breaſts: what. effect then, muſt a 
recollection of the numerous difficalties and diſcourage- 
ments which attend it, produce ? Here l might put yon 
in mind of che many fad conflicts Which they, Who) 
ſerve you in the goſpel, endure in common with others 
as Chriſtians ; conflicts with ſin, with ſatan, and with 
the world of the extraordinary anxieties fears and temp- 
tations, which are peculiar, to them as-miniſters——of 
the painful. labars,. not only. of public preaching, but 
of continual meditation and ſtudy and of the diſtreſs 
they often feel, occaſioned by the various tempers, paſ- 
fions and prejudices, of mankind, by the ynſucceſsful- 
neſs of their miniſtry in ſome inſtances, and by che ſloth 
and indifference, nat to ſay the unworthy gonguet of 
many under a profeſſion of religion. But it were endleſs 
to. be particular. A gonſiderate perſan will eaſily: give 
me credit vben 1 affirm, that the difficulzies attending 
this ſacred office are great very great. Suxely then the 
ſincere and faithful ſervant of CarisT bath, upon the 
common principles of humanity, no inconſiderahle title 
to your regard. ſpeak not this, my friends, from any 
doubt of your tender and affectionate diſpoftion. Ng. 
I am well perſuaded yau poſſeſs this amiable, . temper. 
You have Siven many ſtrong and convincing proofs of 
It, —F rom motiyes of f good- nature therefore, w which haye 
an eaſy acceſs to your hearts, I 89, en. 
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eee "as Wand a Gade b le a (ing 
ns honeſty in the world. And where may we ſo reaſon- 
ably expect to find it, as among thoſe who call them» 
ſelyes chriſtians?- H indeed any ſuch are diftitute of it, 
however ſplendid their external profeſſion may be, they 
have no claim to chat venerable charaQer.* Well! And 
are not the duties I have been recommending the diftates 
of truth and equity? If Gov in his Word has autho- 
riſed ſuch a relation, as that which ſubſiſts between my 
Srother and you, and if you have mutually and volun- 
tarily entered into it; as he is obliged to the perform- 
ance of the duties he has undertaken, ſo are you to 
yours. The regards therefore which a people ſhew to 
Kheir miniſter, are to be conſidered not as the obliga- 
tions of benevolence only, but of integrity and righte- 
ouſneſs. Is it fit, is it reaſonable, is it Juſt," that a man 
thauld devote his time, his ſtrehgth, his ſpirits, his 
abilities to the- intereſts of others, and to their moſt 
eſſential intereſts too; and receive none of thoſe returns 
that have k been mentioned? How can perſons anſwer i it 
to Gop or their own conſciences, to treat thoſe with 
whom they ſtand thus connected, or their miniſtrations, 
with indifference and -negle&? From this topic the 
apoſtle reaſons in his epiſtle to the Cotinthians, and 
elſewhere. But the matter is ſo clear, I forbear to en- 
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in the human heart. Convince à man, thoroughly con- 
vince him, that His intereſt is concerned; and the object 
Propoſed, be it what it may, will inſtantly become im- 
portant: it will immediately engage his attention, his 
paſſions, and his purſuit. Well! and wherein does our 


trueſt intereſt conſiſt? The queſtion with a good man 


$ quickly decided. He is come to à point upon the 
matter. It conſiſts in the favor of Gop; and a growing 
conformity to his image. Now the means of religion 
Which Cur:sT has inſtituted in his church, are clearly 
adapted to promote our good in each of theſe reſpeQs, 
that is, to excite in our breaſts. a lively and chearful 
Tenſe of the divine ſavor and friendſtip, and to con- 
rm and rengthien | our attachments to truth and holi- 
neſs. If therefore the means of religion are to be dili. 
gently uſed, in order to the attaining theſe important 
ends; we are ſurely conſulting our own good, when we 
are affording all the ſupport aſſiſtance and encourage- 
ment that lies in our power, to thoſe whom Go has 
appointed, and we have choſen, to be helpers of our 
faith and joy. We are conſulting, I ſay, our own in- 
tereſt, our beſt, our nobleſt, our moſt eſſential intereſt. 
Every proper token of affection and regard to them will 
be richly repaid. Our diligent attendance on their mi- 
niſtry, our fervent prayers for the ſucceſs of their la- 
bors, and above all, our exemplary converſation, will 
have the happy effect to quicken and enliven them in 
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| their: work, Aud ſo ſhall we contribute to our own 
honor happineſs and uſefulneſs. With what. warmth, 
what ſpirit, what energy, do the apoſtles addreſs the 
Theſſalanians upon theſe matters! M live, if ye Hand 
N in the Lord. If ye adhere firmly to Curr, 
4 to his doctrine and inſtitutions, cultivating che ghriſ⸗ 
« tian temper, and adorning your profeſſion with dhe 
« fruits of righteouſneſs ; aue live—ye make us happy 
«fill. our hearts with joy, and inſpire us with new 
vigor and reſolution in the diſcharge of our duty, 
« And ſo will ye in return, be farther benefited by hf 
4 labors, to which ye have thus afforded. ſo noble ap 
1 aſſiſtance.“ In like manner we hear them reaſoning 
with the Corinthians; — Do aue begin to commend... our- 
ſales ® or need ce, as ome others, epiſtles of commendation 
10 peu, er letters: of commendation from: you Te arg gur 
epiftle, written in our hearts, known and read. of: all men; 
Fora/much as qe are manifeſtly declared to be. the epi/tle of 
brill, miniſtered. by us, written. not auithh int, but with 
the Spirit of the living Cod; not in tables of fone, but iy 
Aub table of 2 ne ip ne * 

ene 4 ; 
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ht By a * in I mean a 1 to contribute 
what lies in our power, towards the welfare of our 
felloꝶ - creatures, both in an individual and ſocial ca- 
pacity. A truly noble temper this! Now religion is 


* x Thefl, iii. $, + 2 Cor. iii. 1, 2, 3. 
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the” valy efefiual mess of promoting che real bappi- 
neſs of mankind, as it holds up to their view the 
brighteſt proſpects in another world, and as it beſt en- 

| ables them to anſwer” the true ends of their exiſtence 
in this. Godlingſt is profitable unto all things, having 1 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
| rome . Nor is it leſs adapted to promote the good 

of ſociety in general, ſince it ſtrengthens and invigo- 
Hates all thoſe virtuous and friendly affections which 
are of the greateſt public utility. If therefore the 
chriſtian miniſtry, which has the intereſt of religion for 
its immediate object, is of divine appointment; it is 
furely' a noble expreſſion of a public ſpirit, to do our 
utmoſt for the ſupport of it. By countenancing aſſiſt- 
ing and encouraging the miniſters of Jesvs in their 
work, we give the frongeſt proof of our tender com- 
paſſion for the ignorant the guilty and the miſerable, 
and of our generous concern to ſpread the ineſtimable 
bleſſings of knowledge peace and happineſs among all 
around us. Have you then, my friends, been con- 
vinced of the truth of religion upon the moſt clear and 
ſubſtantial evidence? Have you heen- ſatisfied, from 
your own experience, of its pleaſantneſs importance 
and utility? And have you been charmed with the 
happy fruits of it, which you have obſerved in the 
tempers and lives of others Let me appeal to 

theſe convictions, to theſe experiences, to theſe re- 
feQions, mom ac wth _ m Ne feelings 
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8. Ab Jody, the honor, due to the g ah hl - 
ſo illuſtriouſly diſplayed in our redemption by Cn 
To publiſh to the world this faithful ſaying, this ſaying 
worthy. of all aceptation, that Chrift Jelus came into phe 
el 10 fave. ners *, is the grand - objeRt ef the, 
chriſtian miniſtry. Nor is it indeed in the power of 
men or angels fully to deſcribe the wonders of this 
Amazing love! —unparalleled grace! The Son of GO 
becomes incarnate, bleeds and dies, to redeem us from 
5 endleſs woes, and to exalt us to a perfection of felicity 
4 ' and glory. O the height, the depth, the length, the 
| | breadth,,of the love of Gop in Jesus Curr It 
| . paſſeth knowledge.. At theſe refleQions, Chriſtians, 
every divine paſſion. in your breaſts muſt ſurely kindle 
into a flame. And amidſt that warm glow of wonder 
love and gratitude you feel, is it not your firſt concern 
to-know, how, you may. molt effectually advance his glory 
| in the world to whom ,you are ſo deeply indebted }— 
| You cannot be at a loſs, while you reflect on the nature 
| of that diſpenſation. of religion which CarisT has 
* eltabliſhed, and on the dyties which of conſequence 
b you owe to his miniſters and to one another. He that 


receiveth 
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mad by your cancern for: his honor and ãntereſt, to eu- 
h n | and becoming regard do my bro- 
| . has feat; and 
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. e. Wan motives: di . 
el juſtice and equity, of ſelf. intereſt, of a public ſpirit, 
and of zeal for the glory of Gop and the honor of 
unter, would I urge the duties that have been laid 
before you, ſo far as you ſhall find them agreeable to 
the dictates of truth reaſon and the word of Gov: at 
the ſame time expreſſing my full ſatisfaction of your 
chearful readineſs to conform to the divine will. 


And now to cloſe the ahole, and yet farther to en- 
force what has been ſaid, if that were neceſſary, let me 
carry your views forward to that bright and glorious. 
day, when the ends of all theſe inftitutions-and duties 
I have been recommending, ſhall have been fully ac- 
compliſhed; and both you, my friends, and your mi- 
niſter. ſhall receive your reward at the hands of the 
bleſſed Jus us; you of all your tenderneſs and affection 
for him, and he of all his chearful and painful labors 
for you. O what mutual congratulations! what pleaſ- 
ing reflections! what rapturous joys! will diſtinguiſh 


® John xiii, 20. 
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